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Working through a down economy 
has been challenging for everyone 
involved in transportation design 
and construction, and 2011 was no 
exception. The highly-polarized, 
hyper-partisan political atmosphere 
in Washington, D.C., and many state 
capitals across the nation also intro-
duced a higher than normal level of  
uncertainty about future transporta-
tion construction market prospects.  

By continuing to stick together  
during these hard times, however,  
better days can—and will—lie ahead!

No organization devotes more time, 
manpower or resources to building 
and protecting the U.S. transportation 
construction market than ARTBA.  
That’s our core mission. ARTBA 
leaders testified at three congressio-
nal hearings and before President 
Obama’s Jobs Council on the surface 
transportation bill.  ARTBA’s gov-
ernment affairs team also conducted 
meetings with nearly 100 new mem-
bers of  Congress and provided them 
with state/local information about the 
benefits of  transportation investment.

Our number one accomplishment 
was helping turn back the tide from a 
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possible massive cut in federal  
highway and transit investment in 
2012. As I write this, progress is also 
being made on the long-term reautho-
rization bill. The Senate Environment 
& Public Works Committee unani-
mously approved a two-year proposal.  
House leaders have also expressed a 
desire to complete action soon on a 
bill.

Under the “Transportation Makes 
America Work Campaign” umbrella, 
we created the award-winning  
“Reagan/Clinton” television and 
radio ads that have saturated Capitol 
Hill much of  this year and continue 
to run in key congressional district 
media markets. Partnering with the 
American Public Transportation  
Association and the U.S. Chamber  
of  Commerce-led “Americans for  
Transportation Mobility” coalition, 
the ads generated 20 million media 
impressions.  

ARTBA hosted the first-of-its-kind 
“TransOvation Workshop &  
Exhibit” to spotlight the industry’s 
use of  innovation and new technolo-
gies in transportation project delivery.   
We also introduced a host of  new  
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programs such as the Bridge  
Preservation Action Team, Women 
Leader Awards Program, “Best of  the 
Best” safety academy, and the Intelli-
gent Transportation Systems Council.

There were also three notable in-
dustry victories, including the repeal 
of  a requirement for governments at 
all levels to withhold three percent 
of  nearly all payments for goods 
and services, including construction 
contracts, and new guidance from the 
Federal Highway Administration that 
will speed the introduction of  inno-
vative products into the highway and 
bridge market. ARTBA also helped 
to repeal new form 1099 regulations, 
which would have required most 
industry businesses to fill out I-R-S 
forms for all cash purchases of  more 
than $600 dollars.

An untold story of  2011 was that 
ARTBA had your back fighting 
an onslaught of  proposed federal 
regulatory actions. We have filed 
formal comments and/or testified 
on proposed regulations that could 
impact industry firms and agencies 
22 times. The association was also 

involved in four, ongoing federal 
court actions to stop or limit  
unnecessary burdens on member 
firms and agencies.

These accomplishments, and the 
others outlined in the following 
pages of  this annual report, are the 
results of  good old-fashioned hard 
work by ARTBA’s D.C.-based staff, 
its volunteer leaders and contractor 
chapter partners. Please take a few 
minutes to read through it. You’ll 
see why ARTBA membership always 
provides a healthy return on your 
dues investment!
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Transportation Construction  
Market Development & Protection

I.
Shaping Transportation 
Policy
Throughout 2011, ARTBA worked 

continuously to frame the highway/
transit reauthorization debate, testify-
ing before three congressional panels, 
President Obama’s Jobs Council and 
participating in key transportation 
policy forum discussions with opinion 
leaders.  The policies emerging in the 
House and Senate proposals track 
closely with the recommendations put 
forward by the ARTBA SAFETEA-
LU Reauthorization Task Force more 
than four years ago.  ARTBA’s staff  
and volunteer leaders worked with 
congressional leaders to push a bill 
that preserved current highway/tran-
sit investment levels. 

The most notable achievement in 
the highly polarized environment on 
Capitol Hill: ARTBA and its volun-
teer leaders and state chapters, work-
ing with congressional transportation 
allies, helped shift the tide against a 
House proposal to cut overall trans-
portation investment by more than 30 
percent in 2012.

ANNUAL REPORT 2011

March 30: In testimony before the House  
Highways & Transit Subcommittee, 2011 
ARTBA Chairman Bill Cox called on Congress 
to jumpstart the highway and transit bill reau-
thorization process. “Until this is done, we are 
missing an opportunity to provide a long-term 
foundation for full economic recovery and 
renewed competitiveness,” he said.



5

Transportation Construction  
Market Development & Protection

September 1: User fee financing of surface 
transportation improvements is sound public 
policy and a model envied around the world, 
2006 ARTBA Chairman Mike Walton told 
President Obama’s Council on Jobs and 
Competitiveness at a Dallas hearing. He 
emphasized that the Highway Trust Fund’s 
short-term revenue challenges must be ad-
dressed so the nation can continue making 
infrastructure improvements. 

July 20: Federal financial instruments and 
initiatives like a national “infrastructure bank” 
designed to attract private investment for  
transportation infrastructure projects should 
be included in the new highway/transit bill, 
ARTBA President & CEO Pete Ruane told 
the Senate Banking Committee. He also 
cautioned that such initiatives alone could 
not solve the funding problem caused by the 
constrained revenue stream into the Highway 
Trust Fund.

AMERICAN ROAD AND TRANSPORTATION BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
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Transportation Makes America Work (TMAW) Campaign

With the financial support of  more than 70 industry firms and organizations, 
TMAW resources were invested in developing programs to build support for 
highway/transit investments in a new reauthorization bill. They included: 

Significant resources were leveraged to support the activities of  the U.S. 
Chamber’s Americans for Transportation Mobility, The Road Information 
Program and TCC.

.

• An award-winning television and radio ad campaign  
    featuring former Presidents Reagan & Clinton that  
    generated 20 million media impressions;

• A 50-page evaluation research publication on P3s; 

• A short video highlighting the achievements of  the new     	         	
   Hoover Dam Bridge;

• A landmark study, sponsored by the ARTBA co-chaired 	        	
   Transportation Construction Coalition (TCC), from the  
   Harvard Center for Risk Analysis on the public health  
   impacts on traffic congestion that garnered widespread 	      	
   national media attention; and

• Policy events and roundtable discussions with “The National 	      	
   Journal” and “Washington Post.” 

Ad campaign featuring Presidents Clinton and Reagan.



7

American Road & Transportation Builders Association (co-chair) • Associated General Contractors of America (co-chair) • American Coal Ash Association 
American Concrete Pavement Association • American Concrete Pipe Association • American Council of Engineering Companies • American Iron and Steel Institute

American Society of Civil Engineers • American Subcontractors Association • American Traffic Safety Services Association  • Asphalt Emulsion Manufacturers Association
Asphalt Recycling & Reclaiming Association • Associated Equipment Distributors • Association of Equipment Manufacturers • Concrete Reinforcing Steel Institute 

International Slurry Surfacing Association • International Association of Bridge, Structural, Ornamental and Reinforcing Iron Workers
International Union of Operating Engineers • Laborers-Employers Cooperation and Education Trust • Laborers’ International Union of North America

National Asphalt Pavement Association • National Association of Surety Bond Producers • National Ready Mixed Concrete Association 
National Stone, Sand and Gravel Association • National Utility Contractors Association • Portland Cement Association • Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute 

The Road Information Program • United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America

www.transportationconstructioncoalition.org

The transportation infrastructure network 
is the backbone of our economy. 
 
Nearly 80 million American jobs in 
tourism, manufacturing, transportation 
and warehousing, agriculture and forestry, 
general construction, mining, retailing and 
wholesaling rely on highways, bridges and 
rail systems every day. 
 
That’s one big payroll.  These industries 
provide a total payroll of $2.8 trillion and 

their employees contribute more than 
$233 billion annually in state and federal 
payroll taxes.
 
So it makes sense to get working 
on passage of the overdue highway/
transit investment bill.  A lot of working 
Americans are depending on it.

J O B S

AMERICAN ROAD AND TRANSPORTATION BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Hoover Dam video highlighting the success story and public benefits of the new crossing 
connecting Arizona and Nevada. View: www.youtube.com/artba2007. 

Print advertising urging action on 
the highway/transit bill. 

3% Withholding
In a major victory for the industry, President Obama signed in November 

long-time ARTBA-advocated legislation that repealed a requirement for 
governments at all levels to withhold three percent of  nearly all payments for 
goods and services, including construction contracts. The new law removes an 
unnecessary burden on transportation design and construction firms.

Legal & Regulatory Advocacy
ARTBA was very active on the regulatory front, filing comments 22 times 

with key federal agencies on issues such as the Clean Air & Water Acts, the 
OSHA silica rule, transportation conformity, stormwater and retro-reflectivity. 
ARTBA was also the only construction-related association to participate in  
two U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Department of   
Transportation (US DOT) hearings aimed at examining current transportation 
regulations.  

ARTBA led the industry charge resulting in a 
huge victory when the EPA withdrew its pro-
posed rule to tighten ozone standards. If  enacted, 
it would have jeopardized highway improvement 
projects in hundreds of  counties.  

To protect the market, ARTBA became involved 
in four legal cases involving federal Clean Water 
Act jurisdiction. In each, the association is working 
to ensure the courts do not expand federal jurisdic-
tion in ways that unnecessarily increase regulatory 
burdens for transportation design and construction 
businesses.  

.

Long Island Contractors’  
Association Executive Marc 
Herbst represented ARTBA at  
a March 2011 U.S. DOT hearing 
called to discuss the impact  
of federal regulations on  
transportation projects. 
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Coal Ash Study
ARTBA’s economics and research team published and 

widely distributed to congressional offices a 100+ page 
study, “The Economic Impacts of  Prohibiting Coal Ash 
Use in Transportation Construction,” that provided 
momentum for House-approved legislation to ensure the 
continued use of  coal ash as an important transportation 
building material. 

The Economic Impacts of Prohibiting 
Coal Fly Ash Use in Transportation 
Infrastructure Construction 

September 2011
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Providing Industry Leadership
2.

Among the many examples of  ARTBA leadership on behalf  of  the industry in 2011:

Strategic Planning
Initiated by 2011 ARTBA Chairman 

Bill Cox, the Strategic Planning  
Committee completed its work and 
put forward comprehensive recom-
mendations endorsed by the Board 
that address ways for ARTBA to 
assist its members in the future if  the 
surface transportation reauthorization 
results in either a cut or no growth 
in federal funding for transporta-
tion programs. The committee called 
for creation of  a clearinghouse for 
transportation investment strategies, 
research, legislation and advocacy 
programs to benefit members at the 
federal level, but also provide value to 
ARTBA state chapters.

Bridge Preservation  
Action Team
To create a broader and even more 

unified voice, ARTBA successfully 
merged the independent Bridge  
Preservation Association with  
ARTBA’s Bridge Policy & Promo-
tion Council to form the new “Bridge 

Preservation Action Team.” BPAT 
is focused on maintenance practices, 
procedures, products and technolo-
gies to help enhance performance and 
service life.  

Policy & Advisory Councils
During 2011, ARTBA’s councils 

across a variety of  transportation 
modes were active with meetings, 
networking and policy development, 
including the launch of  an Intelligent 
Transportation Systems (ITS)  
Council.

The Bridge Policy & Promotion 
Council held policy and educational 
sessions at the International Bridge 
Conference and ARTBA National 
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Convention. The council’s Project 
Delivery Methods action team also 
put the finishing touches on a  
Design-Build “white paper.” 

The Ports & Waterways Council 
developed a new policy statement for 
Board consideration in 2012 that will 
include expanded water transporta-
tion infrastructure advocacy. 

Young Executive Leadership 
Council (YELC)
Chaired by AECOM’s Chris  

Fronheiser, the YELC was key to 
development and promotion of  the 
first-ever “TransOvation Workshop  
& Exhibit,” a forum focusing on  
innovation and geared specifically 

toward the industry’s “rising stars.”  

The YELC expanded its use of   
social media via LinkedIn, initiated  
a monthly grassroots advocacy- 
focused conference call to increase  
involvement in the political process, 
and facilitated a successful pilot  
“mentoring” program at the ARTBA 
National Convention to connect 
young executives with long-time 
ARTBA leaders.

Council of University  
Transportation Centers
ARTBA continued to provide man-

agement support to the Council of  
University Centers (CUTC), an orga-
nization of  more than 80 university-
based transportation research centers 
that conduct cutting-edge research 
into transportation construction, 
management and policy issues, and 
help educate and train thousands of  
students each year.  ARTBA managed 
CUTC’s day-to-day activities, and 
many CUTC members are actively 
involved leaders in ARTBA’s Research 
& Education Division.
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ARTBA Political Action  
Committee

Under the leadership of  co-chairmen 
Ken Rezendes, K.R. Rezendes, Inc., 
and Bob Burleson, Florida Trans-
portation Builders Association, the 
ARTBA Political Action Committee 
successfully raised funds to support 
candidates for federal office who advo-
cate for increased surface transporta-
tion investment.  

Members of the Young Executive Leadership Council. ARTBA Political Action Team reception in Monterey. 
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ARTBA Awards Programs
Industry leaders from around the nation were recognized 
for their outstanding leadership as part of  ARTBA’s annual 
awards program, which included:

2011 ARTBA Award

The association’s highest honor: Charlie Potts, chief  
executive officer of  Heritage Construction & Materials.
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Division Awards

ARTBA Division Award winners, who were selected by their  
peers, included:

S.S. Steinberg Award  
(Research & Education  
Division): Dr. Melissa Tool-
ey, center director, Texas  
Transportation Institute’s 
University Transportation 	
Center for Mobility. 

Nello L. Teer, Jr. Award  
(Contractors): Bill Cox (left),   
president Corman Construction.

Guy Kelcey Award (Planning & 
Design): Bob Close, vice president, 
Parsons Brinckerhoff.

John “Jake” Landen Memo-
rial Highway Safety Award 
(Traffic Safety Industry): 
Robert Hull, Utah Department 
of  Transportation engineer for 
traffic and safety; and Owen 
Denman (pictured), retired 
president and CEO, Barrier 
Systems.

Public-Private Partnerships (P3) 
in Transportation “Entrepreneurs 
of  the Year”: Kome Ajise (left), P3 
program manager, Caltrans; and 
Jordi Graells, president, Abertis USA, 
receive their award from P3 Division 
President D.J. Gribbin.

AMERICAN ROAD AND TRANSPORTATION BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
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Providing Network & Business 
Development Opportunities

3.
Key ARTBA-hosted or -supported events—such as the Federal Issues  

Program, 23rd P3s in Transportation Conference, 2nd International  
Conference on Transportation Construction Management, Annual  
Transportation Construction Legal & Regulatory Forum, National Convention, 
Transportation Construction Coalition Fly-In, International Bridge  
Conference, National Bridge Industry Workshop, TransOvation Workshop & 
Exhibit, Work Zone Safety Power Workshops, four regional meetings, Traffic 
Safety Industry Division summer meeting, and breakfast/lunch events at  
AASHTO’s regional meetings—provided an abundance of  networking and 
business development opportunities, and policy forum discussions for more 
than 2,500 industry professionals from across the U.S. and the world.
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Information Sharing &  
New Member Services

4.
ARTBA introduced new programs and services to better serve its 
membership, including:

• Hosting TransOvation, a first-of- 
     its-kind, interactive professional  
    development hour-earning  
    work shop aimed at fostering a   	
    culture of  innovation within the  	
    industry. It featured key business 
    (Nike) and industry leaders  
    (Parsons Brinckerhoff  and 3M) 	
    who shared their secrets to  
    fostering a corporate culture of  	
    innovation within their firms. The 	
    two-and-a-half  day event was led 
    by bridge leaders, Ted Zoli of  	
    HNTB and John Hillman of  HC 	
    Bridge Company.

• Creating a Women Leaders in 	
    Transportation Design and  
    Construction Council and an 	    	
    awards program to recognize the  	
    contributions and achievements of  	
    the industry’s women executives.

• Hosting a gala dinner to honor the 
    2011 and  2010 inductees to   	
    the new ARTBA Foundation 	   	
    “Transportation Development Hall 	
    of  Fame.”

• Developing a Transportation 	
    Builder Institute “Best of  the 	
    Best Academy” to detail the keys  
     to building successful corporate 	
    safety programs. 

• Pioneering ways to communicate 	
    news to the membership via video 	
    and print with the new digital 	
    “Washington Newsline” and 	   	
    “WashingtonNewsline Plus.” 
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Membership was value-enhanced by these “core” services and benefits:

• Grassroots mobilization 

• Regional leadership teams and market/policy discussions

• www.artba.org 

• Digital “Washington Newsline” and “Washington  
    Newsline Plus” 

• Expanded “Infostructure”™ webinar series 

• Video messages and social media 

• Economic and market intelligence reports, and custom 	
    research

• Awards and scholarship programs 

• Transportation Builder magazine 

• Annual Membership Directory 

• Safety training and professional development academies

Nov.-Dec. 2011 TransportationBuilder    1

builder® NOV.-DEC. 2011

2012 
ARTBA Chairman 

Paul Yarossi

ANNUAL REPORT 2011

MOBILIZE!  
Grassroots Action Guide for the Federal Highway & Transit Bill

Summer 2011

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

America’s job hunter for Construction, Infrastructure, Engineering & Facilities careers. 

Register for ARTBA’s April 6-7 “Transportation Construction Law & Regulatory Forum.”

ARTBA  Washington Newsline

F E B R U A R Y  2 8 ,  2 0 1 1

NewslineWashington

SAFETEA-LU 
Extension  
Expires Friday

ARTBA Slashes Emails to 
Membership by 90%

Nominate 
Next-Gen of 
Leaders, Win 
Apple iPad!

No, that is not a satirical 

headline from “The Onion.”

It reflects a new approach 

to ARTBA membership 

communications in 2011. No 

joke!

Last year, more than 660 

e-mails—nearly three per work 

day—were sent by staff to the 

entire ARTBA membership. We 

started thinking, “There’s got to 

be a better way.”

So we asked you, via a 

survey.

The response was loud and 

clear: You overwhelmingly 

praised the quality of the 

information provided, but 

wanted a more efficient way to 

stay current on industry news 

and all of ARTBA’s programs, 

products and services. 

The result is this new, 

interactive digital “Washington 

Newsline.” It will be delivered 

to your desktop each Monday 

morning at 6:00 a.m., Eastern 

Time.

The Newsline is a one-

stop resource for all of 

the transportation policy, 

economic and safety stories 

you’ve come to expect from 

ARTBA, plus value-added 

content, more member and 

industry “news nuggets,” better 

graphics and an easy-to-read 

format.

On occasions when there 

is breaking news from the 

Nation’s Capital that you 

need to know about before 

Monday, ARTBA will e-mail a 

“Washington Newsline Plus” to 

keep you informed.

We hope you will find 

this digital tool useful and 

appreciate the association’s 

effort to better communicate 

with you, while significantly 

reducing the volume of email 

you receive. 

Please let Jaime Mahoney 

know what you think.

ARTBA has begun accepting 

nominations for the 16th Annual 

Young Executive Development 

Program (YEDP) to be held 

May 23-26, 2011 in D.C.  The 

program is held in conjunction 

with the ARTBA Federal 

Issues Program & TCC Fly-In 

The current extension 

of the federal highway and 

transit programs’ spending 

authority expires March 4.  

The House Transportation and 

Infrastructure (T&I) Committee 

February 16 passed H.R. 662, 

to extend the federal highway 

and transit programs at FY 

2010 authorized spending 

levels through September 

30, 2011.  The measure is 

sponsored by T&I Committee 

Chairman John Mica (R-Fla.) 

and Ranking Democrat Nick 

Rahall (D-W.VA.). The full 

House plans to consider this 

legislation early this week. 

Continued on page 2 

Continued on page 3 
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Membership was value-enhanced by these “core” services and benefits:
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Kathi Holst 
Central Region Vice Chairman 
RoadSafe Traffic Systems, Inc. 
Romeoville, Ill.

Paul A. Yarossi  
Chairman 
HNTB Holdings, Ltd. 
HNTB Corporation 
New York, N.Y.

Steve Wright 
Senior Vice Chairman 
Wright Brothers  
Construction Co., Inc. 
Charleston, Tenn.

Doug Black 
First Vice Chairman 
Oldcastle Materials 
Atlanta, Ga.

Nick Ivanoff 
Northeastern Region  
Vice Chairman 
Ammann & Whitney 
New York, N.Y.

Tom Elmore 
Southern Region  
Vice Chairman 
Eutaw Construction Company 
Aberdeen, Miss.

Jim Andoga 
Western Region Vice Chairman 
Austin Bridge & Road 
Austin, Texas

Ward Nye 
Vice Chairman At-Large 
Martin Marietta Materials 
Raleigh, N.C.

Bob Luffy 
Vice Chairman At-Large 
Grandview Consultants LLC 
Pittsburgh, Pa.

David S. Zachry 
Vice Chairman At-Large 
Zachry Construction Corp. 
San Antonio, Texas

John Houle 
Vice Chairman At-Large 
3M Traffic Safety Systems Division 
St. Paul, Minn.

Bob Close 
Vice Chairman At-Large 
Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Orange County, Calif.

John Kulka 
Vice Chairman At-Large 
HRI, Inc. 
State College, Pa.

T. Peter Ruane 
Secretary 
ARTBA 
Washington, D.C.

Tom Hill 
Treasurer 
Summit Materials, LLC 
Washington, D.C.

Leo Vecellio, Jr. 
ARTBA-TDF Board of  
Trustees Chairman 
The Vecellio Group 
West Palm Beach, Fla.
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Chris Fronheiser 
Young Executive Leadership 
Council Chairman 
AECOM 
Baltimore, Md.

Jeff Nelson 
Contractors Division President 
David Nelson Construction  
Company 
Palm Harbor, Fla.

Bob Alger 
Contractors Division First 
Vice President 
The Lane Construction 
Corporation 
Cheshire, Conn.

Larry Peterson 
Planning and Design 
Division President 
Kleinfelder 
Kuna, Idaho

Taylor Bowlden 
Traffic Safety Industry  
Division President 
3M Traffic Safety Systems Division 
Washington, D.C.

Steve McGough 
Materials & Services 
Division President 
HCSS 
Sugar Land, Texas

Tim Zahrn 
Transportation Officials Division 
President 
Sangamon County Highway  
Engineering Department 
Sangamon, Ill. 

Patrick Rhode 
Public-Private Partnerships 
Division President 
Cintra U.S 
Austin, Texas 
 

Marc Herbst 
Council of State  
Executives Chairman 
Long Island Contractors’  
Association 
Hauppauge, N.Y. 

Deborah Underwood 
Research and Education 
Division President 
North Carolina A&T University 
Transportation Institute 
Greensboro, N.C. 

Ronald DeFeo 
Manufacturers  
Representative 
Terex Corporation 
Westport, Conn. 

Bill Cox 
Immediate Past ARTBA  
Chairman 
Corman Construction 
Annapolis Junction, Md. 

Jim Madara 
Past Chairmen’s Council  
Representative 
Gannett Fleming, Inc. 
Allentown, Pa. 
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