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If we do not send that
message strong and
clear to our elected
representatives in
Washington over the
next two months, we
will risk blowing a
funding opportunity that
only comes along every
few decades.”

CASE Construction Equipment is pleased to award
$25,000 in equipment support to the Tioga County
Soil and Water Conservation District. This grant will
help train local public works and highway departments in
proper stream and water management to prevent future
flood damage to area communities and infrastructure.

--ARTBA President & CEO
Pete Ruane, page 9.
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Second, in addition to electing Trump, voters in 2016
approved 74 percent of nearly 300 transportation-related
ballot initiatives. The measures will provide $207 billion
in funding extensions and new revenue over the coming
years. Read more on page 20, and see the full report
by the Transportation Investment Advocacy Center™ at
www.transportationinvestment.org.
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FOR A FLEXIBLE

FUTURE
THE ROAD ZIPPER SYSTEM®
The innovative way to manage future traffic

Forecasting tomorrow’s traffic needs is virtually
impossible. The Road Zipper System is a unique solution
offering superior flexibility and safety.
CURRENT THINKING

FORWARD THINKING

• Limited funds

• Cost-effective

• Limited space

• Optimizes lane usage

• Unknowns of
autonomous vehicles

• Accommodates
autonomous vehicles

• Travel delays

• Shorter, consistent
travel times

Solid, fixed
barriers

Moveable
barriers

Moving People. Safer.
Faster. Smarter . . . Better

HNTB, New York, N.Y.
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Third, we feature the 13th annual edition of our popular
“Through the Lens” section, with stunning images of
our industry’s work in building and improving America’s
transportation network. It begins on page 13.

LEARN MORE +1-707-374-6800 • www.theroadzipper.com
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Planning & Design Division President: Doug LaVoie
CDM Smith, Lansing, Mich.

Materials and Services Divison: Jeff Sterner
High Industries, Inc., Lancaster, Pa.

ADVERTISE WITH US
Promote your company’s products and
services in “Transportation Builder!”
Contact ARTBA’s Peter Embrey at 202.289.4434 or
pembrey@artba.org.
Check out our rates in the 2017 Media Kit
available at www.artba.org.
“ARTBA reserves the right, at its discretion and without liability
of any nature whatsoever, to reject, cancel or suspend any
advertising in whole or in part, in which case any fees paid in
advance shall be refunded to the advertiser on a pro-rata basis.”
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In closing, I want to introduce Transportation Builder
(TB) readers to Samantha Monaghan, ARTBA’s new
graphic designer, who joined the team in October.
Sammy graduated in May with a BFA in graphic design
from James Madison University in Harrisonburg,
Virginia. She is involved in the design, production and
distribution of TB, the digital Washington Newsline, and
other special publications, reports and marketing pieces.
Reach Sammy at smonaghan@artba.org, and please let
either one of us know how ARTBA’s print and online
communications can better serve your needs.

Gannett Fleming, Allentown, Pa.

Industry Leader Development Council Chair: Jihane Fazio
AECOM, Philadelphia, Pa.

AASHTO-AGC-ARTBA Joint Committee Co-Chair: Charlie Gallagher
Gallagher Asphalt Corp., Thornton, Ill.

Best wishes from all of us at ARTBA for a safe and
successful 2017!
© 2016 Lindsay. All rights reserved. The Road Zipper System is a registered product
of Barrier Systems, Inc. Lindsay Transportation Solutions and the Road Zipper are
trademarks or registered trademarks of the Lindsay Corporation.
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From the CHAIRMAN
DAVID ZACHRY | CEO, Zachry Corporation

Local & Tribal Technical
Assistance Program

2016: The Year in Review

transportation funding at the state and local
levels. In just four years, the TIAC has formed a
31-state grassroots advocacy network that was
supported in 2016 by a national workshop, 15
studies and reports, four webinars and nearly
150 blog posts.

ogether, we can do great things,” is one of the
stated values at Zachry. The same could also be
said regarding some of ARTBA’s key achievements
during 2016—none of which would have happened
without guidance from the association’s volunteer
leaders and state contractor chapter partners.
My last column of the year offers an opportunity to
briefly highlight some of ARTBA’s successes in the
past year. Among them:
•

•

•

Launch by industry leaders of the ground
breaking “Safety Certification for Transportation
Project Professionals™” program to boost
worksite hazard awareness and risk
management skills across the industry. The
program, designed to meet the rigorous
protocols for ANSI/ISO accreditation, is aimed
at those in positions of influence—from
project conception through completion—to
cause a decline in safety incidents. The new
ARTBA Online Learning Center helps prepare
candidates for the SCTPP exam. The first exam
will be offered Jan. 16-Feb. 17, with two more
sessions offeredMarch 13-April 14 and Oct. 16Nov. 17. Encourage your firm’s key employees
to visit www.puttingsafetyfirst.org to learn more.
Development of a comprehensive federal
transportation tax reform/investment initiative
for the next President and Congress—the
BOLD Act—that would double federal surface
transportation investment by 2026 by providing
a sustainable, use-backed revenue stream
that grows with the economy. We are building
awareness of the proposal with key audiences.
Continued growth and influence of the
“Transportation Investment Advocacy Center™”
(TIAC) that supports our state chapters and
the business groups working to increase
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•

Directing ARTBA engagement in over a dozen
proposed federal regulations and three federal
court cases that would impact the transportation
infrastructure market and its firms.

•

Conducting safety training for more than 5,000
industry workers and development and launch of
a new “Backing and Spotting” course.

•

Hosting 18 conferences, workshops and other
events that provided ARTBA’s unique, industryspanning networking, business and professional
development opportunities.

•

Executing an integrated communications
program that provided digital, video, social media
and print coverage designed to keep you on top
of key market information and the political, legal
and regulatory developments that could impact it.

In closing, now that the voters have spoken, we will
see a new presidential administration and many new
members of Congress in Washington this January. This
means we will have a window of time to educate them
about themany benefits of infrastructure investment,
while simultaneously continuing our push for a longterm transportation funding solution.
As I begin my second year as ARTBA chairman, I say
“thank you” for your support and counsel. The job is
not done, however. I look forward to working with you
in 2017. I’m confident that together, we will once again
do great things.

November/December 2016

Essential Tools to Improve the Local &
Tribal Transportation Network
Training, Knowledge Exchange & Direct Assistance

More than 3 million miles of roads and over 300,000 bridges
in the United States are owned and maintained by local
governments.
In 1982 the Federal Highway Administration established
the Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP). In 1991
the Tribal Technical Assistance Program (TTAP) was also
formed. LTAP and TTAP help local governments improve
management of their transportation networks.
There are 58 LTAP/TTAP Centers: one in each state, one in
Puerto Rico, and seven regional Centers that serve tribal
governments. Most Centers are housed at colleges,
universities and state departments of transportation.

LTAP/TTAP strives to improve safety for users on local
roads, help local governments build and maintain their
infrastructure as well as utilize workforce efficiently, and
teach road workers how to do their jobs safely.
The national program focus areas are safety, workforce
development, infrastructure management and organizational
excellence. LTAP/TTAP Centers help communities improve
the quality and condition of their transportation network.

www.LTAP.org

The mission of LTAP/TTAP is to foster a safe, efficient, and
environmentally sound surface transportation system by
improving skills and increasing knowledge of the
transportation workforce and decision makers.

The
FHWA LTAP/TTAP
September/October
2016 Clearinghouse, managed by the American Road & Transportation Builders Association-Transportation
Development Foundation (ARTBA-TDF), provides program support for LTAP and TTAP Centers.

From the PResident’s Desk
T. PETER RUANE

Election Results Bring a Big
Opportunity … and Many Challenges
ince Nov. 8, you’ve probably heard something like this
from a lot of people: “Now that Donald Trump is going to be
president, your infrastructure business is going to be gangbusters!”

tax reform is a shared priority for 2017. That is the opportunity on
which we must aggressively focus our collective attention and
efforts—beginning now!

However, if transportation infrastructure investment is really going to be a priority this coming year in the Republican-led Congress,
it’s going to require a push from our industry like never before.

We all know The FAST Act, signed into law just a year ago,
did not resolve the structural revenue deficit that exists for all
Highway Trust Fund-supported programs. It merely delayed the
day of reckoning again. Most members of Congress know this,
too. There is something every reader of this magazine can do to
help ensure that a permanent Highway Trust Fund fix becomes a
reality in 2017.

There is no question that investing big in transportation infrastructure was a consistent, major theme throughout President-elect
Trump’s campaign. And notably, it was the first policy issue he
raised in his victory speech during the wee hours once the election
result was clear. But the exact details have been another matter.

Take Action

During the campaign, Mr. Trump did not articulate a clear plan
for how he would invest in infrastructure beyond suggesting
it would include borrowing to finance projects. Shortly before
the election, however, the Wall Street Journal reported he would
advocate a tax credit plan suggested in part by billionaire investor
Wilbur Ross, now the nominee for U.S. secretary of commerce,
which is clearly intended to bring more private sector equity into
the transportation infrastructure market.

Visit or call your congressman and senators. Thank them again
for The FAST Act because it helped stabilize the market, which
had been whipsawed by years of federal funding uncertainty.
But remind them that it did not provide funding levels that will
improve the nation’s transportation network, safety or mobility.
Nor did it fix the Highway Trust Fund problem. In fact, in a few
short years, Congress will again need to find over $100 billion
just to keep highway and transit funding treading water!

This financing plan might spur some major projects in some
parts of the nation—a good thing—but it would not address the
major funding shortfall that would continue to exist everywhere.
Nor would it fulfill the jobs creation and “second-to-none” infrastructure vision Mr. Trump outlined in his victory speech. Combining a financing plan with expanded, direct public investments in
the core federal infrastructure programs, however, would.

Tell your congressman and senators that transportation
revenue and tax reform must be part of any comprehensive
federal tax reform package that goes to President Trump in 2017.
Use tax reform to permanently fix the Highway Trust Fund revenue
shortfall and provide the expanded investment necessary to support President Trump’s spot-on vision for doing what is necessary to
upgrade our commerce-critical transportation corridors.

The reaction from some in Congress to the President-elect’s
infrastructure vision also illustrates the challenge before us. Both
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) and House
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) threw cold water on it publicly. Not
surprisingly, conservative activists in Washington, D.C., who
consistently oppose virtually all federal transportation initiatives
and often use them as a fundraising hook, are also working to
obstruct Mr. Trump’s infrastructure plans.

If we do not send that message strong and clear to our elected
representatives in Washington over the next two months, we will
risk blowing a funding opportunity that only comes along
every few decades. Tell them we have a transportation revenue
and tax reform plan that will get the job done—just call ARTBA.
Happy New Year! The Capitol Hill switchboard is 202-224-3121.
What are you waiting for?

What is good news, however, is that since the election, Sen.
McConnell, Speaker Ryan and President-elect Trump have all said
#DTFH61-13-H-00022
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT...
COMPILED BY ARTBA STAFF
Each year, the ARTBA Transportation
Development Foundation recognizes the
outstanding work of its members and other
industry professionals through several awards
programs. The 2016 honors were bestowed
during the association’s national convention,
held in October in Tucson, Arizona. For more
information and 2017 deadlines, please visit
the Awards & Scholarships section of
www.artbatdf.org/foundation/.

•

Courses:

ROADWAY SAFETY TRAINING
ON DEMAND
HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER

COMMUNICATION

Contractor SafetY awards
•
•

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

ARTBA’s Online Learning Center

HAZARD CONTROL

• Build Your Skills
• Prep for the Safety Certification for Transportation
Project Professionals™ Program Exam
• Earn Professional Development Hours

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

Enroll: “Prep Courses” at www.puttingsafetyfirst.org.

WORK SITES

TRAFFIC CONTROL

•

•

•

•

•

The Life You Save Just May Be Your Own!
September/October 2016

10 | www.transportationbuilder.org

Doug Oberhelman, chairman
and CEO of Caterpillar Inc.
received the association’s
highest honor.

Wagman Heavy Civil, York, Pennsylvania,
500,000 to 1 million hours
Webber, LLC, The Woodlands, Texas, More
than 1 million hours
Honorable mentions went to Gray and Son/
Maryland Paving of Timonium, Maryland, and
Granite Construction of Watsonville, California

Tim Faerber, senior vice president at HNTB
Corp., received the Guy Kelcey Award for
service to the Planning and Design Division;
Randy Lake, CEO of Oldcastle Materials,
received the Paul F. Phelan Memorial for
outstanding contributions to the Materials and
Services Division;
King Gee (public sector), director of
Engineering and Technical Services for the
American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and Bryce
Anderson (private sector), chairman of EnnisFlint, each received the John “Jake” Landen
Memorial Highway Safety for contributions to
highway safety; and
Dr. Teresa Adams, professor of Civil &
Environmental Engineering, University
of Wisconsin – Madison, received the
S.S. Steinberg award for contributions to
transportation education.

November/December 2016

•

•
•

Darlene Gee of HNTB Corp., and Paula Hammond of WSP I Parsons
Brinckerhoff, each received the Ethel S. Birchland Lifetime Achievement
Award;
RK&K of Baltimore, Maryland, received the The Glass Hammer Award for
innovative programs and activities that promote women leaders; and
Students Meredith Gee, University of Denver, and Ria Kontou,University of
Florida, each received the Future Industry Leader Spotlight Award.

Orange County (Calif.) Transportation Authority selected OC 405
Partners, led by OHL USA, Inc. and Astaldi Construction Corporation, for
the $1.2 billion I-405 Improvement Project.
WSP I Parsons Brinckerhoff will design a new bridge in Pensacola, Fla.,
as part of a design-build team led by Skanska, a nearly $400 million project.
Sound Transit selected HDR to complete final design of the $175 million,
2.4-mile extension of the Tacoma Link light-rail system in Tacoma, Wash.

SPT Energy
Calibration

by the Foundation Testing Experts
GRL Engineers
calibrate SPT
hammers through
energy measurements.

Quick response...results you can trust
California .............. 323.441.0965
Colorado .............. 303.666.6127
Florida .................. 407.826.9539
Illinois ................... 847.221.2750
Louisiana.............. 985.640.7961

North Carolina...... 704.593.0992
Ohio ...................... 216.831.6131
Pennsylvania........ 610.459.0278
Texas .................... 832.389.1156
Washington .......... 425.381.9690

Central Oﬃce.........216.831.6131

www.GRLengineers.com/SPT

info@GRLengineers.com
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The Lesner Bridge replacement is a project for the City of Virginia Beach.
Submitted by RS&H. Photo: Chris Cunningham Photography.

13th Annual

Welcome to our 13th Annual “Through the Lens: Transportation
Construction in Pictures.” The images on these pages are
submitted by ARTBA member firms and public agencies.
As in previous years, we received many eye-catching examples
of the industry’s excellent work in designing, building and
improving America’s transportation network.
We appreciate all the submissions. Please enjoy, and keep up
the great work.

November/December 2016

www.transportationbuilder.org | 13

Photo: Jake Krueger of James Peterson Sons via drone

Photo: Rodney Mallett

Chippewa County Highway Department and Wisconsin Department of
Transportation replacing the CTH X Bridge over Paint Creek/Lake Wissota,
Wisconson. Picture shows James Peterson Sons’ long reach backhoe
widening the roadway to put in a new bridge.

PCL is building the I-49/I-220 connector project near Shreveport/Bossier City,
Louisiana. The $137.7 million project includes new interchange structures and
other roadways. It is expected to be completed by late 2017 or early 2018.

Photo: Rob Blunt

Photo: Sam Burbank

Workers at the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge project in California.
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Traffic heads north toward Washington D.C., at the “Mixing Bowl”
interchange in Springfield, Virginia. One of the busiest sections of highway in
the commonwealth, it joins interstates 495, 395, 95 and two dynamically tolled
facilities -- the 495 and 95 Express Lanes. Owner, Transurban..
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Photo: David Boesch

Photo: Acrow Bridge

Storm sewer installation is part of the IL Route 47 and Burlington Road
intersection improvement in Elburn, Illinois. The project is owned by the Kane
County Division of Transportation.

Acrow Bridge completed the installation of a modular steel structure to
maintain traffic flow during the renovation of the 68-year-old George E. Tryon
Bridge over the south fork of the Smith River near Hiouchi, California.

Photo: Carl Thiemann

Photo: William Hall

A Vecellio & Grogan carpenter, safely tied off, builds a bridge overhang form
on a new section of the Urban Loop, an outer beltway around Greensboro,
North Carolina.
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Image shows the 4-second implosion of old San Francisco-Oakland
Bay Bridge marine foundation in October 2016. Bridge owner, California
Department of Transportation.
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Photo: Joe Szurszewski

Franklin Avenue Bridge rehabilitation over the Mississippi River in Hennepin
County, Minnesota. Design by HNTB; construction by Kraemer North America.

Editor’s Note:
This year’s “Through the Lens” feature is published in our November/December issue because the September/
October issue of the magazine was dedicated to the launch of ARTBA’s new Safety Certification for Transportation
Project Professionals™ program. In 2017, we’ve scheduled the 14th Annual “Through the Lens” to return to its usual
place in that issue. Look for announcements about a submission deadline in early September.
Thanks again for all of this year’s photo submissions. We regret that we were not able to use all of them. We will
retain the images and try to use them, with credit, in other ARTBA communications during 2017. Please contact
Mark Holan at mholan@artba.org if you want to withdraw an image.

DESKTOP

TABLET

MOBILE

CLOUD

INTEGRATED SOFTWARE
AND MOBILE APPS TO RUN
YOUR OPERATIONS
Improve your bidding process, manage your
jobs more efficiently, track equipment and
crews and create a world class safety program,
all with the help of HCSS.
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Voters Want New
Transportation Investments

Voters Approve $203B in Transportation Funding – Nov. 8 *
WA
$54B

NH
MT

OR

Mark Holan
mholan@artba.org

Voters in 22 states approved 193 of the 280 state
and local transportation investment measures on their
ballots Nov. 8. The general election success followed
voter support for 74 of 81 transportation funding measures in primary elections earlier in the year.
Overall, voters passed 74 percent of transportationrelated ballot initiatives in 2016—maintaining the 10year average success rate. The 2016 ballot outcome
will provide $207 billion in funding extensions and
new revenue over the coming years.

ND
MN

ID
$40k
WY

most had more than 60 percent support, but fell short of the
two-thirds “supermajority” required for passage in California.

CA
$135B

“That’s a tough threshold,” Quigley said. “It often takes
a couple of tries before voters say ‘Yes.’ You have to learn
their priorities and create bipartisan consensus. It’s important to emphasize local investment and local control.
Voters in five other states approved $1 billion or more

CO
$68M

AZ

VT
WI

SD

KS
$2M

OK

NM

IL
$79M

AK

$56M

Source: ARTBA TIAC™ Research, Updated November 15, 2016

of investment: Washington state passed 10 measures worth
$54 billion; Georgia delivered five initiatives totaling $4 billion;
Nevada ratified a proposal for $3 billion; South Carolina authorized $2.7 billion; and North Carolina okayed $1 billion.

States And Local
Governments Are Taking
The Initiative To Grow
Their Transportation
Infrastructure.

Sources for the revenue included gasoline, sales and property taxes, as well as bond issues. Two thirds of the money
will be dedicated to roads and bridges, with the rest going to
transit and multimodal projects.
Meanwhile, voters in Illinois and New Jersey passed
transportation tax “lockbox” measures to prohibit state
lawmakers from diverting transportation user fee revenue to
non-transportation uses.

California voters approved 15 of 26 measures worth
$135 billion, about two thirds of the nationwide total
on Election Day. The largest share is a 1-cent sales tax
in Los Angeles that will provide $120 billion over 40
years for local road, bridge and transit projects. Rural
and conservative regions of the state also stepped up
investment, said Michael Quigley, executive director
of California Alliance for Jobs and a member of TIAC’s
Advocates Council.

Mark Holan is ARTBA editorial director.

PA

WV

KY

CT
$1.7

VA
$211M

TN
AR
GA - $4B

AL

SC
$2.7B

RI
$70M

DE
NJ

NC
$1.2B
MD

DC

LA
$84M
FL
$568M

HI

“It shows that communities across the nation
are not willing to take the status quo approach like
we’ve seen on Capitol Hill,” said Dr. Alison Premo Black,
ARTBA’s chief economist and director of the Transportation Investment Advocacy Center™ (TIAC), which
tracks ballot measures. “States and local governments are taking the initiative to grow their transportation infrastructure.”

MA
OH
$9M

IN

MO

MS
TX
$990M

NY

MI
$126M

IA

NE

UT
$10M

NV
$3B

ME
$102M

*Another $4 billion in funding was approved by several states earlier in 2016.

California Market Opportunities
•

Overall $135B approved

•

Los Angeles $120B

•

Santa Clara $6.5B

•

BART $3.5B

•

San Francisco $2.4B

•

Stanislaus $958M

•

Monterey County $600M

•

Merced County $450M

•

Local Districts $100M

He noted that even among the measures that didn’t
pass, all received more than 50 percent backing, and
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Private Investment Leads Modest
Growth in 2017 Transportation
Construction Market

goodbye downtime
YOU STOP PRODUCTION, YOU LOSE MONEY. It's a challenge to keep

By Dr. Alison Premo Black
ablack@artba.org

things moving when you burn hundreds of gallons of diesel each day. It's even harder if you have
to mess with DEF. Add in daily maintenance, and downtime can directly threaten your profits.

ARTBA’s annual transportation construction
market forecast anticipates 1.3 percent growth in
2017, driven largely by increases in private highway
and bridge construction activity near residential and
commercial investments.

THUNDER CREEK HAS THE MOST VERSATILE
FUEL AND DEF SOLUTIONS FOR JOB SITE SERVICE

The market is expected to reach $247.8 billion in
2017, up from $244.5 billion in 2016.

/ Transport diesel in bulk
/ Protect Tier 4 machinery with ISO compliant DEF systems
/ Trailers, totes and bulk solutions available

The figure includes public and private investment
for highways, bridges, public transit, rail, ports
and waterways, airport runways and terminals,
as well as private investment for roads, streets,
driveways and parking lots in residential and
commercial developments and support work by
state departments of transportation (DOTs) and
local governments for highway and bridge planning
and design work, routine maintenance and right of
way purchases.

Although the December 2015 passage of
the five-year federal “Fixing America’s Surface
Transportation (FAST) Act” law provided stability for
public highway investment, increases in program
funding levels are modest, just above anticipated
project costs and inflation.
Before adjourning for the year, Congress passed a
“continuing resolution” that holds all FY 2017 federal
discretionary spending at current levels until April 28.
President Obama signed it into law, which means
$900 million in highway investment increases,
and an extra $510 million to $670 million in public
transportation funding, is frozen at least until spring.
Meanwhile, state DOTs did not obligate their
funds in time for many projects to get started in
the 2016 construction season. Nearly half of the
FAST Act funds for FY 2016 —46 percent—were
obligated in the last quarter of the federal fiscal
year, which ended Sept 30.

ARTBA 2017 forecast of real value of
U.S. transportation construction market
$290

In billions 2016$

$240

SCHEDULE YOUR DEMO | ThunderCreek.com

$62.5

$64.2

$66.0

$67.8

$60.9

$61.3

$60.9

$182.6

$183.2

$186.9

$192.0

$197.0

$201.3

$205.7

2015

2016 (e)

2017 (f)

2018 (f)

2019 (f)

2020 (f)

2021 (f)

$190

$140

$90

$40

Source: ARTBA forecast model. Measuring U.S. Census Bureau Value of Construction Put in Place for major modes, plus estimates of planning and
design work, right of way and maintenance expenditures for state and local governments, and private driveway, parking lot and residential
developments streets and bridges. Nominal values adjusted with ARTBA Price Index.

All-In-One Jobsite Service Solutions
800.923.7664 | ThunderCreek.com |
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On the bright side, recent increases in state gas
taxes and user fees, as well as a number of local
funding initiatives approved Nov. 8, should help support
some local markets over the next few years. (See story
page 20.)
Forecast highlights by infrastructure mode include:

After two years of real growth, the value of public
highway, street and related work by state DOTs and
local governments fell nearly 2 percent in 2016 and is
expected to decline another 1 percent in 2017.
Overall, highway program contract awards are up in
15 states and Washington, D.C., compared to a threeyear historical average, down in 25 states and within a 5
percent range up or down in 10 states.
Contractors will continue to perform work on private
highways, bridges, parking lots and driveways. ARTBA
estimates this work will increase from $58.9 billion in
2016 to $62.5 billion in 2017, and will continue to grow
over the next five years as market activity increases in
those sectors.

The public bridge and tunnel construction market is
expected to be down slightly in 2017, to $32.9 billion
from a record $33.3 billion in 2016, before resuming
real growth in 2018 and beyond.
The national market is driven by activity in nine
states, which accounts for 53 percent of the market:
California, Florida, Illinois, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Texas, North Carolina and Ohio. Recent
contract awards are down in many of these states,
in part because of some major projects that got
underway in 2015.

ARTBA expects public transit and rail construction
to grow from $19.3 billion in 2016 to $20.3 billion in
2017, an increase of 5 percent.

The value of airport construction will grow slightly,
increasing from $13.1 billion in 2016 to $13.2 billion in
2017, with about three quarters of total coming from
airport terminal and related work. Runway work is
forecasted to remain flat at $4.8 billion.

The value of port and waterway investment is expected
to be $2.1 billion in 2017, the same as 2016, and down from
$2.3 billion in 2015.
The market would get a boost if Congress completes
final action in 2016 on the Water Resources Development
Act (WRDA), which identifies nearly $9 billion in navigation,
flood control and environmental restoration projects. As of
press time, the bill authorized dredging projects in eight
ports to deepen navigation channels.

U.S. TRANSPORTATION
CONSTRUCTION
MARKET FORECAST 2017
National Summary | 5-Year Modal Forecast

The 2017 U.S. Transportation Construction Market Forecast

After a decline of nearly 10 percent in 2016,
investment by private Class 1 freight railroads is
expected to grow 6.4 percent to $12.7 billion. Subway
and light rail investment is expected to grow 3.7
percent to $7.7 billion, just below the record level of
$7.8 billion in work that was set in 2015.

1

Dr. Alison Premo Black is ARTBA’s chief economist.
The comprehensive 2017 ARTBA
Transportation Construction Market
Forecast can be purchased by members
for $200 at www.artba.org/shop.

The ARTBA forecast is based on
a series of proprietary econometric
models for each mode and analysis
of federal, state and local data and
market intelligence. Each model is
carefully evaluated and updated each
year, based on new information and
data sources. For more information,
contact Dr. Black at ablack@artba.org
or 202-289-4434.
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2017 KEY MEETINGS & EVENTS
“This show is massive and
a must attend. It has all the
latest equipment and the
cutting-edge technologies
we need to make us even
more efficient.”

EVENT NAME					

CITY			

DATE

Board of Directors at CONEXPO-CON/AGG		 Las Vegas, Nevada		

March 7

Federal Issues Program and Transportation
Construction Coalition Fly-In
		

Washington, D.C.		

May 16-18

29th Annual Public-Private Partnerships in
Transportation Conference and 4th Annual National
Workshop for State & Local Transportation Advocates

Washington, D.C.		

July 11-14

9th Annual Transportation Construction Legal &
Regulatory Forum
				Washington, D.C. 		

August 2-3

IMAGINE WHAT’S NEXT.

National Convention

			

Amelia Island, Florida 		

September 17-20

Get the ultimate view of where construction is going.

Central Regional

			

Indianapolis, Indiana 		

October 23-25

Southern Regional

			

Nashville, Tennessee 		

October 25-27

Northeastern Regional 			

Boston, Massachusetts 		

November 1-3

Western Regional

			

Denver, Colorado 		

November 6-8

Dr. J. Don Brock TransOvation™ Workshop

Detroit, Michigan		

December

Go hands-on with the new technologies spread out over 2,500,000
square feet of exhibition space. Learn next-gen techniques, tools
and ideas from over 140 education sessions. From earthshaking
big iron to groundbreaking innovations, CONEXPO-CON/AGG 2017
is where over 130,000 construction industry professionals from
around the world go to stay ahead of their competition.

Get the special $149 rate (and save up to $100)
by registering early at www.conexpoconagg.com.

IF IT’S NEW,
IT’S HERE.

For sponsorship information, contact:
ARTBA Director of Meetings Ed Tarrant at etarrant@artba.org or 202.289.4434
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March 7-11, 2017 | Las Vegas Convention Center | Las Vegas, USA

®

WEILER E2850

ENGINEERED
INNOVATION

AEM CORNER
The Tech Experience: See the
future at CONEXPO-CON/AGG 2017
The Association of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM) invites
CONEXPO-CON/AGG and IFPE 2017 attendees to visit The Tech
Experience. The innovative display will spotlight the latest trends
and technologies in construction applications on the job site,
workforce and infrastructure.
The Tech Experience will span more than 75,000 square feet in
front of the Las Vegas Convention Center near South Hall. It will
be open during show hours March 7-11.

TECH TALKS
OUTDOOR CAFE

PROJECT AME

What’s Next

Engineered Innovation for the Material Transfer Vehicle Market
•
•
•
•
•
•

Designed around clean-out to simplify daily maintenance and increase component life
Variable speed conveyors reduce wear
Hydraulic conveyor chain tensioner automatically sets and maintains proper chain tension
Automated tire spray down decreases tack build-up with programmable spray coverage
Storage hopper management system notifies crew of material level in the storage hopper
Cat® dealer sales, service and support

The finalist of AEM’s Infrastructure Vision 2050 Challenge will
also be featured.
3-D Printed Excavator

MAIN
ENTRANCE

3D PRINTWORKS

It’s an integral component of AEM’s initiative to advance to
a new level of thought leadership that helps manufacturers,
contractors, materials producers and related stakeholders see
what’s on the horizon, to better understand and address the impact of emerging innovations and potential disruptive technologies.

The Tech Experience will focus on key areas critical to the construction industries’ future with interactive exhibits and presentations designed to inspire visitors to imagine what’s next. These
include:
•
Workforce zone, where attendees can check out hands-on
training, including virtual reality and gamified learning. They
also can see connected intelligence brought to life in jobsite
wearables, and how career mapping can help them prepare
for the jobs of the future.
•
Job Site zone, which highlights equipment intelligence,
autonomous vehicles and systems, and site intelligence and
visualization to support safety, maintenance, and improved
performance and productivity.
•
Infrastructure zone, which explores infrastructure innovation
trends and the latest technologies and materials that will
change how we move people, goods and services.

DRONE
AVIARY

WHAT’S NEXT:
WORKFORCE

WHAT’S NEXT:
JOB SITE

WHAT’S NEXT:
INFRASTRUCTURE

INFRASTRUCTURE
VISION
2050 CHALLENGE

ratory and National Science Foundation. A student engineering
team from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign won
a nationwide competition to design an aesthetic and functional
cab for the excavator.
Show attendees will be able to view demonstrations of the 3-D
printing technology.
‘Tech Talks’
The Tech Experience will also include a Tech Talks educational
forum with leaders from Microsoft, Hyperloop One, Autodesk
Inc. and JBKnowledge, among others. And a Drone Aviary will
concentrate on drone technology advancements and include
product demos.
Admission to The Tech Experience is included in the show registration Badge-Pack. For details, visit www.conexpoconagg.com,
or www.ifpe.com.

At The Tech Experience, CONEXPO-CON/AGG and the colocated IFPE 2017 will unveil the world’s first fully-functional 3-D
printed construction excavator and the first large-scale use of
steel in 3-D printing, known as additive manufacturing.
Project AME (additive manufacturing excavator) is a joint collaboration between AEM, National Fluid Power Association, Center
for Compact and Efficient Fluid Power, Oak Ridge National Labo-

Visit www.weilerproducts.com or the paving specialist
®
dealer for more information.
at your
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The Worldwide Leader in Bridge Deck Finishing Technology

Regulatory ROUNDUP
ARTBA Keeps Pace With “Regulatory Tsunami”
By Nick Goldstein
ngoldstein@artba.org
In 2016, ARTBA advocated on behalf of the transportation
construction industry in the legal and regulatory arenas, including
filings in more than a dozen different matters directly impacting
our membership.
The end of the Obama administration made 2016 an unusually
active year for regulation. Outgoing administrations often try to
achieve as many policy goals as possible through the regulatory
process, especially when the White House and Congress are
controlled by different parties.
There was notable activity this year in employment and
contracting law. Agencies such as the U.S. Department of Labor
(DOL) and Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC)
issued several significant regulations, including:
•
An EEOC rule increasing employer reporting requirements
on employee salary data, which impacts large contractors
with federal-aid construction contracts. The first reports
under the requirement are due in March 2018;
•
A DOL executive order requiring direct federal contractors
bidding on solicitations of $50 million or more to disclose
their violations of 14 different federal workplace health and
safety laws;
•
DOL regulations changing how workers qualify for overtime
pay; and
•
Another DOL executive order increasing the sick-leave
requirements for direct federal contractors.
On the environmental front, the Federal Highway Administration’s
(FHWA) is pushing regulations to measure greenhouse gas
emissions from new transportation projects.
Donald Trump’s White House win could have significant impacts
on all these regulations. For example, the new administration
will be able to overturn the DOL’s executive order and sick leave
requirements with little trouble.

info@gomaco.com ❘ www.gomaco.com

ARTBA also remains involved in significant legal battles with the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) over its “Waters of
the United States” (WOTUS) rule, and the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration’s (OSHA) new rules for exposure to
crystalline silica. Both of these cases are being heard by federal
appellate courts.

GOMACO Corporation pioneered the development of the first cylinder finisher over 50 years ago when the company developed
and manufactured a bridge deck finisher to meet the growing needs for bridge markets. Today, GOMACO cylinder finishers are
designed for versatility with the C-450 and C-750. The C-450 frame widths range from 12 feet to 104 feet, with transitional framework
attached. The C-750 frame widths range from 16 feet to 160 feet. They are easy to operate and save time and labor costs on all of
your concrete finishing projects. Pin-connected sections provide fast setup time and the versatility to fit exact job requirements.
GOMACO’s patented three-point finishing system provides the smoothest deck possible with an auger to level the concrete, a
cylinder consolidates and finishes the concrete, and a float pan seals and textures the surface. GOMACO finishers are available with
several different options to customize them to your exact bridge deck specifications. Give us a call for the latest in concrete paving
technology. Our worldwide distributor network and our corporate team always stand ready to serve and assist you.

Trump promised during the campaign to withdraw the WOTUS rule.
In 2017, we will continue to make sure the transportation industry
is heard, because when it comes to legal and regulatory matters
that could threaten your market, ARTBA has your back!
Nick Goldstein is ARTBA vice president of regulatory affairs.
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BRIDGE DECKS ❘ BRIDGE PARAPET ❘ SAFETY BARRIER ❘ IRRIGATION CANALS
CONCRETE STREETS AND HIGHWAYS ❘ AIRPORT RUNWAYS ❘ CURB AND GUTTER ❘ SIDEWALKS ❘ RECREATIONAL TRAILS
GOMACO CORPORATION IN IDA GROVE, IOWA, USA ❘ 712-364-3347
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