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Technology has made it easy to connect 
and share stories and images. We’d like 
to have more such engagement with 
ARTBA members.

On page 22, you’ll find a round up of 
how ARTBA members have helped their 
communities cope with the COVID-19 
pandemic. Members submitted the 
content, which first appeared in three 
stories on our artba.org website and 
Washington Newsline. We used photos 
from the firms, linked to longer versions 
of the stories on their websites, and promoted the content 
on ARTBA’s social media platforms: Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram.

Member firms and public agencies also have answered our 
outreach for stories about how technology is changing the 
transportation design and construction industry. These will be 
featured in the July/August issue. We can still consider your 
contribution.

To highlight the value of transportation investment, 
we’d like to promote the great work our industry is 

EDITOR’S NOTE
MARK HOLAN | Editorial Director

#transportationconstructioniscool:  
Send Us Photos & Stories

Mark Holan
Editorial Director
mholan@artba.org

The PDA is a high strain, dynamic load testing and pile driving monitoring 
system. This versatile device can be used to perform dynamic load testing 
on most types of deep foundations. The system can be customized to best 
suit your project, with cabled and wireless options.

To learn more about PDA, visit www.pile.com.

Pile Driving 
Analyzer® (PDA)

doing through construction photos using the hashtag 
#transportationconstructioniscool across our social media 
platforms. These images also will be considered for the 
magazine’s annual “Through the Lens” feature, publishing 
this fall.
 
Email 300 dpi, jpg images to me: mholan@artba.org, and 
Carrie Halpern, ARTBA’s senior communications and program 
manager: chalpern@artba.org. Please:
 
● include some details about the project, such as the 

location and public agency partners; and
● check that workers and equipment reflect required safety 

measures.
 
Finally, be sure to let us know your social media 
handles. That way we can help you share the content 
to promote your firm and our entire industry. We also 
encourage our member firms to begin using the hashtag 
#transportationconstructioniscool in their social media 
postings to even further boost this effort.

http://artba.org
mailto:mholan%40artba.org?subject=
mailto:mholan%40artba.org?subject=
mailto:chalpern%40artba.org?subject=
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
STEVE MCGOUGH | President & CFO, HCSS

Pandemic Doesn’t Shake Core  
Safety Values

Organizations built to last often do so because they remain true to their founding values. That’s one key reason ARTBA 
is still going strong after nearly 120 years.
 
From the beginning, the association has stayed true to its core mission of national advocacy for a better transportation 
network, protecting the workers who build the assets, and the public who use the system.  While our approach to safety 
adjusts to meet current needs, the commitment to protecting health and lives never wavers.
 
This issue of Transportation Builder presents the annual Safety Source.  The world has changed significantly since 
March and our safety advocacy has adapted quickly to address new challenges.  At the onset of the COVID-19 outbreak, 
ARTBA quickly voiced industry concerns about the Occupational Safety & Health Administration’s (OSHA) statements 
regarding the need to record coronavirus illnesses.  We wrote OSHA, requesting a clarification of the statement to allay 
employer concerns.  Within days, the agency issued a statement matching ARTBA’s request.
 
ARTBA’s veteran team of safety experts got to work with other industry associations to draft aides for construction 
industry employers to address the pandemic. It included a:

● template for developing an exposure and preparedness response plan;
● toolbox talk to help train workers; and
● checklist for managers and supervisors to help keep workers safe. 
 
ARTBA translated these documents into Spanish and shared them with its members and other industry groups.  They 
are being updated in real time, as needed.  We developed training videos in English and Spanish, which are found at the 
ARTBAMedia channel on YouTube. Together, they are approaching 10,000 views. 

We also worked with the National Asphalt Pavement Association (NAPA) to develop guidance in English and Spanish for 
use of face coverings.
 
At the same time, we continued to advocate and share safety materials related to our ongoing safety and health 
concerns.  ARTBA’s SVP of Safety & Education Brad Sant conceived of and led the nation’s first “National Stand-Down 
to Prevent Struck-by Incidents.”  Unable to meet in person in April, we pivoted to a virtual event, collaborating with 
industry partners including the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) and CPWR – the Center for 
Construction Research & Training.  It attracted nearly 700 live participants and 1,600 post-event viewers who provided 
nearly 200 questions to the panel.
 
As featured in this issue’s cover story, ARTBA recently created the “Fundamentals of U.S. Transportation Construction 
Safety” course, the industry’s most comprehensive training program. It is available online and will be presented in-
person when conditions allow again.  The course features 14 hours of instruction on safety and health hazards unique to 
transportation improvements projects (see page 10).
 
When an organization like ARTBA is committed to its core values like safety, you should expect nothing less than what 
we’ve accomplished since mid-March.  And when an unprecedented situation was thrust upon us, you saw firsthand 
once again how your national organization continues to lead the industry when it’s needed most.



Online Learning Management System

ARTBA’s OSHA 10-Hour

Safety training at  

your site at NO COST

This material is based upon work supported by the Federal Highway Administration under agreement 693JJ31750001. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or 
recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the Author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Transportation 
or the Federal Highway Administration.

All materials available at: 
workzonesafety.org

Guideline Books

Roadway Safety+

Safety Training for the  

Safety Training for the  

Roadway Construction Industry

Roadway Construction Industry
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The previous months have served as a reminder that adversity strengthens us. While it has been a difficult time for all 
of us, one silver lining is that I have had more time to spend with my kids. I enjoyed watching with them the recent ESPN 
series, “The Last Dance,” which examined Michael Jordan’s final season with the Chicago Bulls. 

Reliving some of Jordan’s finest moments was as impressive as it was in the 90s, but what was inspirational was hearing 
him talk about adversity.  The way he used it to motivate himself and his teammates to six championships is something we 
could all draw on.  

The adversity we are experiencing is far different from the pressures of the NBA Finals, but at ARTBA, our team is using 
the COVID-19-related challenges to engender new ways of thinking and deliver value-added membership services, while 
simultaneously remaining focused on the core mission of boosting transportation investment.

For years, ARTBA was told it would be nearly impossible to build transparency into how federal highway dollars are spent 
by states. Rather than wait around for the federal government, ARTBA’s Dr. Alison Premo Black and our IT team acted. After 
several Freedom of Information Act requests and hours of hard work, every dollar spent from 1950 through 2019 is now available 
on the new Highway Dashboard, an interactive and easy-to-use platform: artbahighwaydashboard.org. When someone 
wants to better understand how federal dollars are invested and on what projects, this resource will provide the answers.

The ban on large gatherings in response to COVID-19 presented another wall we needed to climb. Rather than cancelling 
some of ARTBA’s events, we quickly pivoted to virtual formats enabling broader and more flexible participation.  
 
For example, the ARTBA co-chaired Transportation Construction Coalition Fly-In typically welcomes around 500 advocates 
to Washington, D.C., in mid-May. By shifting to a virtual meeting, more than 1,000 registered to hear briefings from 
chairmen and ranking members of the House and Senate transportation committees. We supplemented this program with a 
robust grassroots effort resulting in over 5,000 communications sent to Capitol Hill. ARTBA Chairman Steve McGough also 
led a May 15 virtual forum with White House legislative affairs director, Eric Ueland, for more than 200 ARTBA members.

ARTBA’s Law & Regulatory Forum, held live and online June 3-4, featured a program that helped registrants better 
understand the changing legal landscape in an era of coronavirus.  The forum’s presentations were recorded and made 
available as on-demand webinars after the event.

Pandemic notwithstanding, the FAST Act expires Sept. 30. During June 4 testimony before the Senate Environment & 
Public Works Committee, Chairman McGough articulated an airtight case for why infrastructure can be the elixir for an 
ailing economy and why bipartisan action on a long-term infrastructure bill should be a layup. 

We have only reached the midpoint of 2020—I’m not sure anyone truly knows what will happen in the second half.  Yet even 
in the face of roadblocks, as MJ reminds us, ARTBA will continue to “climb, go through or work around” anything in our way.

THE ARENA
DAVE BAUER | President & CEO, ARTBA

Lessons Learned from Michael Jordan’s Last Dance

“If you're trying to achieve, there will be roadblocks. I've had them; everybody has 
had them. But obstacles don't have to stop you. If you run into a wall, don't turn 

around and give up. Figure out how to climb it, go through it, or work around it.”   
—Michael Jordan

UPCOMING ARTBA VIRTUAL EVENTS

Register:  artbap3.org

http://artbahighwaydashboard.org
http://artbap3.org


Live & Online

UPCOMING ARTBA VIRTUAL EVENTS

Register:  transportationinvestment.org
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Fundamentals are foundational. By mastering basic 
processes and principles, artists, athletes, soldiers, teachers, 
and other professionals avoid disruptive errors and take their 
work to higher levels.

That’s true in transportation construction, where engineers, 
contractors, and public agency officials understand the 
importance of solid roadbed and secure bridge pilings. It certainly 
applies to protecting the employees who build these assets and 
bystanders who pass near or through their work zones.

ARTBA’s new “Fundamentals of U.S. Transportation 
Construction Safety” course reinforces key basics. It 
features modules on fall and struck-by prevention, electricity, 
workplace communications, risk assessment, internal and 
temporary traffic control, and avoiding other common hazards. 
It is aimed at engineers, safety professionals, public agency 
officials, planners and designers, inspectors, equipment 
operators and roadway workers.

ARTBA’s veteran safety team has long worked to develop 
ways to reduce worker and motorist fatalities and injuries that 
occur in and around the nation’s transportation improvement 

Reinforcing Transportation Construction Safety ‘Fundamentals’
By John Schneidawind
jschneidawind@artba.org

project sites. The COVID-19 pandemic that struck in March 
made that challenge even more daunting.

Suddenly, in-person training and toolbox talks became 
dangerous due to the risk of virus spread. And while roadway 
work zones briefly benefited from quarantine-reduced traffic, they 
just as quickly became more deadly as speeding and reckless 
driving jumped more than 10 percent from spring 2019.

Fortunately, ARTBA was ahead of the curve.

“The COVID-19 pandemic happened just as we were 
expanding our approach to teaching safety concepts on 
transportation construction projects, creating a comprehensive 
course that covers the critical safety topics,” says ARTBA 
Senior Vice President of Safety & Education Brad Sant. “The 
expansion of our safety curriculum can be captured in one 
word—virtual.”

Online Learning
As educational institutions across the country transitioned to 
virtual classrooms in lieu of in-person teaching because of the 
pandemic, so have many of ARTBA’s education courses.

“Electronic education platforms have been used in schools for 
the past 30 years,” says ARTBA Vice President of Education 
Operations Beth MacNeil Stinson. “The design and quality 
of online programs has rapidly accelerated recently due to 
technological advances in hardware, software and cloud 
computing.”

Stinson led development of ARTBA’s Online Learning Center 
(OLC) in 2016 to promote safety training and complement the 
Safety Certification for Transportation Project Professionals™ 
(SCTPP) program. See sidebar at left.

The OLC averages 500 average annual users. Last year, it 
awarded over 1,300 certificates of completion from its mix 
of nine ARTBA Professional Development and five National 
Asphalt Pavement Association (NAPA) Crew Safety courses. 
The OLC will soon offer nine ARTBA Consortium courses.

ARTBA Director of Safety & Certification Katie Chimelewski 
and Safety Training & Business Development Specialist 
Robinson Vasquez were also part of the team working with 
Sant and Stinson in developing the new fundamentals course. 
Safety experts at the Los Angeles World Airports and the 
Texas Department of Transportation completed two in-person 
pilot classes last fall to evaluate the design and delivery 

New Safety Certification  
Website Launched

ARTBA in April launched a redesign 
of its flagship safety certification 

website (puttingsafetyfirst.org) that 
aims to build greater awareness and 

participation in the Safety Certification for 
Transportation Project Professionals™ (SCTPP)
program—the industry’s only internationally 
accredited safety credential.

The contemporary visual design of the new site offers:

● A quick test to determine eligibility;
● Step-by-step instructions to get certified;
● Shareable “How to videos;” and
● A direct link to Online Learning Center 

courses—a valuable resource for certification 
exam preparation.

mailto:jschneidawind%40artba.org?subject=
http://sctpp.org
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of the course content. These efforts were a critical step in 
determining the best combination of the OSHA-10 Hour 
material and industry-specific hazards.

“This online fundamentals course includes everything one 
would find in a long-standing OSHA-10 Hour class, plus 
it focuses directly on addressing the unique safety issues 
specific to transportation projects,” Sant says. “It also offers 
another path for construction industry professionals to meet the 
eligibility requirements to sit for the safety certification exam.”

Online Now, In-Person Later
In-person training remains a key training style incorporating 
demonstration, hands-on instruction, and group activities. Live 
access to the fundamentals course will be offered when the 
threat of the virus eases and conditions allow.

Research shows that a combination of online coursework prior 
to in-person training better prepares students and instructors. 
One reinforces the other.

The fundamentals course utilizes a multi-dimensional eLearning 
format that includes interactive instruction learning modules, 
videos and case studies to help industry professionals understand 
safety hazards and solutions, review areas with which they may 
not be familiar, and practice test-taking in an online setting.

The course is self-paced and accessible 24/7. A certificate 
of completion will be provided once participants successfully 
pass module assessments demonstrating they have achieved 
the key objectives. Fourteen Professional Development Hours 
are available for engineers and safety professionals.

“Online training can take place anytime and anywhere there 
is an internet connection,” Stinson says. “The time is right for 
businesses to incorporate digital delivery methods into their 
safety training programs to continually emphasize a safety 
culture, engage younger workers, and save time and money.”

John Schneidawind is ARTBA’s vice president  
of public affairs.

KEY INFORMATION:
● Visit artbalearningcenter.org to register and 

begin a course.
● Email learning@artba.org for information about 

ARTBA member discounts and group registration.
● Visit the Transportation Construction Safety 

Center at artbasafetycenter.org to access a full 
suite of services.

THEY SAID IT:

What ARTBA members say about the Safety Certification 
for Transportation Project Professionals™ program:

“I am safety certified. I have put my safety 
training knowledge to the test to ensure the 
safety of me and my team is the top priority.”

—Lane Construction Safety Training 
Manager Alissa Sternagle

“I thought the online training was thorough, 
informative and very useful especially the 
practice exercises and checklists.”

—STV Senior Construction Manager  
Alfonso Ronca

“The SCTPP program allows an individual to 
demonstrate their personal commitment to 
safety. The knowledge gained helps identify 
hazards and solutions to mitigate risks, which 
elevates safety for an individual and the 
whole project team.”

—Superior Construction Safety Director  
Bryan Stone

New Work Zone Consortium Courses Coming Soon
The ARTBA Work Zone Safety Consortium Online Learning System later this summer will provide free training and education to the 
transportation construction community. The consortium includes leaders from industry, labor, and government working to determine 
the future of transportation construction worker training. The effort is supported by a Federal Highway Administration contract.

Watch for more details about these ARTBA Consortium online certificate courses:

● Fall Training Programs  ●     Portable Changeable Message Signs (PCMS)  
● Speed Management   ●     Temporary Traffic Control Devices 
●     Work Zone Access and Egress ●     Work Zone Safety for Motorcycles and Bicycles  
● Working Outdoors   ●     Work Zone Strategies for Improving Large Truck Safety
● Working at Night    

“ ”

http://artbalearningcenter.org
mailto:learning%40artba.org?subject=
http://artbasafetycenter.org
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Engineered Innovation.
From innovative designs to Caterpillar dealer service and support, Weiler is paving the way to success 
for contractors across North America. Weiler’s material transfer vehicles, commercial pavers, road wideners, 
windrow elevators, static split-drum compactors, soil stabilizers, rock drills, tack distributors and front mount screeds 
are engineered with innovative features to increase productivity while reducing operating costs. 
Weiler equipment is sold and serviced exclusively at Caterpillar dealers throughout North America.

www.weilerproducts.com

Weiler Ad_ARTBA.indd   1 1/2/2019   10:16:38 AM

11 Students to Receive Scholarship Aid
By Melanie Laird
mlaird@artba.org

ARTBA Foundation trustees in May awarded Lanford Family 
Highway Worker Memorial Scholarships to 11 students for the 
2020-2021 academic year. The scholarships help the children 
of roadway workers killed or permanently disabled on the 
job pursue undergraduate and graduate courses as well as 
technical training. 

Joann Jones of Bluffton, Ind., was a first-
time recipient. Her father, Dale Jones, was 
killed in 2009 while clearing roadway debris 
for the Anderson city street department. 
Joann plans to study biology at Case Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland. She hopes 
to become a doctor. Her brother, Dallas, 
received a scholarship in 2012.

The other 10 recipients have been awarded multiple Lanford 
scholarships due to their continued academic success.  

Among them:
● Caitlyn Rains, Proctor, Ark., is studying respiratory therapy 

at Arkansas State University, where she will be a senior.
● Stan Jones, Jr., Gaston, S.C., will be in his second year 

of graduate studies in architecture at Clemson University 
in South Carolina.

● Willie Blevins, Athens, Ga., is a mechanical 
engineering major at the University of Georgia.

● Amy McNeil Graves, Lumberton, Texas, is in registered 
nursing school at Lamar State College in Port Arthur.

● Jenna Jares, West, Texas, is a sophomore studying 
occupational therapy at the University of Mary Hardin-
Baylor in Belton.

● Hadley Voudrie, Trussville, Ala., will be a junior at the 
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, where she studies 
elementary education.

● Carolyn Lillis, Philomath, Ore., will be a junior at 
Oregon State University in Corvallis and is majoring in 
physical therapy.

● Mashawn Blubaugh, Howard, Ohio, will be a junior at 
Kent State University and is studying early childhood 
education.

● Andrea Pair, Spiro, Okla., is in her third year of 
graduate school at Harding University’s College of 
Pharmacy in Searcy, Ark.

● Faith Shoemaker, Webster, S.D., is studying 
construction management at South Dakota State 
University in Brookings.

The program was established in 1999 with a gift from Stan 
Lanford (1999 ARTBA chairman) of Lanford Brothers, 
and Jack Lanford (1991 ARTBA chairman), with Adams 
Construction Company, both of Roanoke, Va. Now in its 
third decade, it has provided over $600,000 in educational 
assistance. Nearly 200 scholarships have been awarded to 
students in 32 states. 

The program’s success depends on the continued generosity 
of industry firms, individuals, and foundations. To contribute 
to the fund, please contact ARTBA Senior Communications 
& Program Manager Carrie Halpern at chalpern@artba.org. 
To recommend an eligible student, please contact me at 
mlaird@artba.org.

Melanie Laird is ARTBA’s group program specialist.
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ANNUAL SAFETY SOURCE

Protecting workers, motorists, and other road and highway 
users requires staying abreast of the latest safety technology 
and techniques. Since it was established in 1997, the National 
Work Zone Safety Information Clearinghouse has collected, 
synthesized, disseminated, and promoted the exchange of the 
most up-to-date data and information to all these stakeholders.

A project of the ARTBA Transportation Development 
Foundation operated in partnership with the U.S. Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) and Texas A&M Transportation 
Institute, the Clearinghouse is dedicated to keeping its services 
and resources relevant and valuable to users.

A vast inventory of information compiled by Clearinghouse 
staff is available on the website workzonesafety.org. These 
databases are searchable and include training and technical 
assistance products developed under the FHWA Work Zone 
Safety Grant program.
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National Work Zone Safety Information Clearinghouse Update 
By Gerald Ullman
G-Ullman@tti.tamu.edu

Nearly 150 items are available from this program and cover 
a wide range of issues. A few of the items developed by an 
ARTBA-led consortium include:

● Improving motorcycle and bicycle safety;
● Using clear zones, buffer zones, and positive 

protection deflection distances;
● Installing and maintaining crash-worthy traffic control 

devices; and
● Designing workspace access points to better 

accommodate large trucks.

Clearinghouse staff also have extracted information on 
several “hot topics” and put them on separate website 
pages for easier access and use.

For example, a state-by-state listing of work zone-
related laws was recently updated and linked to relevant 
passages of each transportation and administrative code. 
Improvements also have been made to the webpage that 
lists key resources pertaining to the development and 
implementation of transportation management plans.

Finally, a "hot topics" page focused on ways to improve 
large truck safety in work zones was significantly updated. 
In addition to the main listserve that has been in operation 
for years, a second listserve is being prepared for release 
later this summer to focus specifically on improving 
commercial motor vehicle safety in work zones. Sign up 
instructions for the new listserve are available on the 
updated large trucks page.

We know this information is useful because the 
Clearinghouse website is accessed nearly 20,000 times 
each month on average. The most popular pages include:

● flagger training and certification requirements;
● traffic crash data in work zones;
● characteristics of high-visibility apparel; and
● toolbox pamphlets and trainee booklets included in the 

Roadway Safety+ Awareness program.

Without a doubt, the National Work Zone Safety 
Information Clearinghouse is an important life-saving, 
injury-preventing resource for the roadway work zone 
industry. If you have not taken a look recently, please visit 
workzonesafety.org and see how your organization can 
improve worker and traffic safety.

Gerald Ullman is a senior research engineer at the Texas 
A&M Transportation Institute.

http://workzonesafety.org
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The Safety Certification for Transportation Project Professionals™ (SCTPP) program 
was developed and launched by top transportation design and construction industry 

executives from the public and private sectors.

Their goal: significantly boost the hazard awareness and risk management skills of all 
transportation project professionals who are in positions of influence—from project 

inception through completion—to cause a decline in safety incidents.

The Transportation Construction Industry’s ONLY 
Internationally-Accredited Safety Program

puttingsafetyfirst.org

Bryan Stone
Safety Director, Superior Construction

“The safety certification program has created a professional development plat-
form for our employees who did not pursue a college degree in construction.  
Those individuals who grew up in construction and have an insurmountable 
wealth of field knowledge are critical to our business and our industry.  We 
can’t afford to lose them, and the safety certification has provided us a means to 
grow their professional portfolio without formal education.” 

Help us reduce the 50,000 transportation infrastructure 
fatalities and injuries that occur each year.

Certify Your Employees. Save Lives.

“The SCTPP allows 
an individual to 
demonstrate their 
personal commitment 
to safety.  The 
knowledge gained 
helps identify hazards 
and solutions to 
mitigate risks, which 
elevates safety for 
an individual and the 
entire project team.”
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”

“Thank you for holding today’s hearing about the role federal 
infrastructure investment can and should play in the economic 
recovery. Let me begin by emphasizing two points.

First, shovel-ready projects are not a solution to the 
nation’s current economic challenges.  While transportation 
infrastructure improvements have positive job and salary 
impacts, the real value comes from putting in place long-term 
assets that increase the efficiency and productivity for the 
entire economy.

According to FHWA, goods movement over the nation’s 
highways account for 73 percent of the value of domestic 
freight. Industries like wholesale and retail trade and 
manufacturing are two of the largest users of transportation 
services in the economy and utilize highway freight shipments 
for 58 to 65 percent of their needs.  

Second, federal highway investment is a major contributor to 
each of your states’ infrastructure networks, but it is effectively 
a silent partner. ARTBA has developed a way to correct that 
shortcoming.

The new interactive ARTBA Highway Dashboard allows 
policymakers and the public to see how federal highway 
resources were deployed by each state in a given year 
since 1950. We have compiled each state’s top-10 federal-
aid projects, the total number of projects, and the type of 
improvements advanced that year.

In 2018 alone, states utilized nearly $31 billion of federal 
highway funds to begin construction activity on over 24,000 
highway improvement projects with a total value of $66.7 
billion.  

The dashboard uses FHWA data to shift the conversation 
about federal highway investments from apportionment tables 
and obligation charts to outcomes and benefits.

The federal highway program is widely regarded as one of 
the most meaningful and popular of all federal discretionary 
spending activities. Now, all Americans can see why.

Information from the dashboard not only demonstrates the 
value each state receives from highway investment, but also 
highlights the potential numerous benefits from the five-year 
reauthorization proposal the EPW Committee approved last 
July: the America’s Transportation Infrastructure Act (ATIA).

Your bill would increase highway investment by 27 percent 
over the next five years. It includes common sense policy 
reforms that will expedite the delivery of needed infrastructure 
improvements and maximize the impact of federal resources.  

A recent forecast from the Congressional Budget Office that 
it could take a decade for the U.S. economy to recover from 
the COVID-19 pandemic is sobering. This outlook is also 
disturbing in the context of the nation’s infrastructure deficit. 
State and local highway spending needed eight years, until 
2015, to return to pre-Great Recession levels, while GDP 
recovery occurred in three years. 

That lag in highway and bridge improvement activity could 
illustrate the challenging road ahead for our infrastructure 
network absent proactive action such as enactment of 
the ATIA. The proposal is both a robust highway program 
reauthorization and a foundational opportunity for economic 
recovery and growth.

The transportation construction industry is not asking for 
federal relief. Instead, we seek to be part of the solution 
to spur the meaningful economic recovery the nation 
desperately needs.

We urge the other Senate committees with respective 
jurisdiction over their portions of the transportation programs 
to act quickly in order to facilitate final passage of ATIA.

In His Own Words:  
ARTBA Chairman Calls for 

Congressional Action on Long-Term 
Highway & Public Transit Bill

Editor’s Note: ARTBA Chairman Steve McGough (HCSS) testified June 4 before the 
Senate Environment & Public  Works (EPW) Committee about the need for a long-term 
surface transportation bill.  Below is an edited version of his oral testimony. 
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The transportation design and construction industry rightly 
was declared “essential” from the onset of the national 
coronavirus health emergency. ARTBA member firms and 
public agencies tackled the work under new protocols to 
protect their employees and prevent spread of the virus. 

Many firms and their employees also have gone above and 
beyond those duties to provide material and financial relief to 
frontline healthcare workers and local communities.

The CEMEX Foundation, the philanthropic arm of CEMEX 
USA, announced a $100,000 grant to Houston-based non-
profit TX/RX Labs will fund development and production of 
critically-needed personal protective equipment (PPE) such 
as face masks, face shields and intubation boxes to aid 
medical professionals and first responders—including police, 
firefighters and other public health and safety workers.
 
Here is a roundup of contributions by other members in 
alphabetical order by firm name:

• In New York City, AECOM provided construction 
management, emergency engineering and grant 
management services for two temporary medical facilities 
in Brooklyn and Queens, which increased hospital 
capacity by more than 1,000 beds. In Nebraska, the firm 
helped deliver nearly 200 operational patient beds at a 
facility in Omaha.

• The Arben Group, a member through the Construction 
Industry Council of Westchester County, N.Y., supported 
emergency room nurses and doctors at Phelps Hospital 
with twice weekly deliveries of burgers, sandwiches, and 
salads. The firm also donated N95 masks to the hospital.

• Arizona Transportation Builders Association 
supported a local food bank through a t-shirt sale 
recognizing essential workers.

• Gannett Fleming’s geospatial technology division, 
GeoDecisions, is helping healthcare and state authorities 
use maps built through geographic information system 
technology (GIS) for details about COVID-19 cases and 
resources. They've developed dashboards to locate 
disease outbreaks, inform the public, target services, and 
make decisions about needed precautions.

• Granite employee teams donated PPE including N95 
respirators, face masks, Tyvek suits, and gloves—and 
meals—to those on the front lines of fighting the virus 
near its Watsonville, Calif., headquarters.   

ARTBA Members Help Healthcare  
Heroes & Local Communities Cope with COVID-19  
By Mark Holan
mholan@artba.org

• At HNTB, Ryan Bricker, urban designer in the Dallas office, 
used his personal 3D printer to make face shields and 
masks for local healthcare workers. The firm’s Austin office 
helped an effort to bring fresh produce and non-perishable 
items to elderly and immunocompromised residents.

• Public-Private Partnership (P3) Division member Itinera 
Infrastructure & Concessions, through affiliated 
construction company Halmar International and its partnership 
with the Halmar Friesen Racing Team, helped distribute 
16 tons of food from North Carolina to Massachusetts. 

• Samantha O’Farrell, a civil engineer in Jacobs’ Jacksonville, 
Fla., office, used a personal 3D printer to churn out “ear-
savers”—plastic pieces that alleviate the pressure of a face 
mask’s elastic bands on the ears—a welcome relief for 
healthcare professionals working long hours.

• Several Long Island Contractors’ Association firms were 
enlisted as the design-build team for the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ Stony Brook (N.Y.) Alternate Care Facilities 
project. The firms included E.E. Cruz & Company, Inc., 
Posillico, Bove, H.O. Penn, and Tomcon Industries.

• The Terracon Foundation provided a $10,000 grant to 
Feeding America and matched employee contributions 
to support the growing need for food assistance. Some 
of Terracon's employee-owners also have donated 
homemade cloth face coverings to first responders and 
healthcare workers.

• Transurban contributed over $51,000 to the Northern 
Virginia Family Service during an early May fundraiser to 
support local communities.

• Wagman donated N95 masks and safety glasses from 
its corporate office in York, Pa., to a local hospital. The 
firm’s employees contributed nearly $55,000 to the United 
Way’s COVID-19 Relief Fund.

• The Will Group, a member through the Illinois Road & 
Transportation Builders Association, donated hand 
sanitizer, KN95 masks, gloves, and disinfectant for 
several food-delivery events in Chicago.

• WSP USA’s Austin office loaded care packages; Michigan 
employees raised nearly $6,000 for relief efforts in Detroit; 
Los Angeles staff collected hand and surface hygiene 
items; and Illinois employees raised just over $5,000 for 
relief efforts in Chicago.

Mark Holan is editorial director at ARTBA.
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The American public and elected leaders at all levels of 
government for the first time have access to interactive data 
on over 1 million highway and bridge projects built with the 
support of their federal tax dollars. The information dates to 
when one-time ARTBA member Harry Truman was in the 
White House. 
 
ARTBA’s Highway Dashboard: A 50-State Guide to the 
Benefits of Federal Investment has been years in the 
making. The project grew from the association's long-standing 
advocacy for greater transparency in how federal-aid dollars 
are used to support transportation investment across the 
country.  This includes support for a provision in the 2012 
MAP-21 surface transportation law, which required increased 
reporting by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on 
federal-aid projects. 
 
ARTBA used Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests to 
obtain project-level data collected by FHWA from the states 
as part of the Fiscal Management Information System (FMIS). 
ARTBA has used this information in congressional testimony, 
including Chairman Steve McGough’s June 4 appearance 
before the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee. 

Novel Highway Dashboard Blends Advocacy, Economics  
& Technology
By Dr. Alison Premo Black
ablack@artba.org

We have shared it with new members of Congress as 
part of our education efforts on the importance of federal 
transportation investment.
 
With ARTBA’s earlier investment in the new software platform 
that powers our updated Transportation Construction Market 
Intelligence Service, we also had a way to share and visualize 
the FMIS data with a wider audience in an interactive format.  
Now users can easily identify and explore the benefits of 
federal highway investment and how states leverage those 
dollars to improve our infrastructure network.
 
For example:
 
● 44 percent of funding since 1950 has gone towards major 

reconstruction and repair work on existing highways and 
bridges.

● Over $211.1 billion has been invested in planning and 
design work, accounting for 14 percent of total project 
costs.

● 14 percent of funding was for added capacity or widening 
to existing roadways.

● New construction accounted for 12 percent of all spending 
since 1950. Nearly half of that total—46 percent—was for 
the construction of the Interstate Highway System.

 
The ARTBA Highway Dashboard—a key Transportation 
Makes America Work (TMAW) program initiative—will help 
our members, elected officials, and the public make the 
connection between apportionment tables and tangible 
projects that increase safety, promote economic growth, 
and create jobs. In the process, it’s our goal that it will also 
help build the case for a robust new highway and transit 
reauthorization bill.
 
The dashboard has been added as a new report in our 
Transportation Construction Market Intelligence Service.  
This version allows the user to customize data searches for 
multiple states and time periods and download project data.
 
Visit artbahighwaydashboard.org.  As a new product, we 
would welcome your thoughts about how to improve it so we 
can better meet your needs.

Dr. Alison Premo Black is ARTBA's chief economist.
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Regulatory Roundup

Court Ruling Highlights Value of COVID-19 Response Flexibility
By Nick Goldstein
ngoldstein@artba.org

A federal appeals court decision assures that the 
transportation construction industry can continue to use 
proven workplace best practices to protect its workers. The 
June 11 ruling is critical to coping with the ongoing challenges 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 
quickly turned away a request by the American Federation of 
Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) 
to compel the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) to force implementation of a universal safety 
standard. The unions wanted OSHA to implement within 
30 days a universal “emergency temporary standard” for 
infectious diseases, one that would cover all employees and 
all industries in response to the current pandemic.

ARTBA, as part of a coalition of six construction industry trade 
associations, urged the court to reject this effort because 
workers are better protected from the virus by construction 
industry best practices rather than a rigid “one-size-fits-
all” regulation. In a “friend of the court” brief, the coalition 
explained that “guidance on how to maintain the spread of 
COVID-19 in the aviation industry would naturally be quite 
different from guidance directed at the banking industry, or the 
construction industry.”

The court agreed. It ruled OSHA is entitled to “considerable 
deference” in addressing the pandemic.

“In light of the unprecedented nature of the COVID-19 
pandemic, as well as the regulatory tools that the OSHA 
has at its disposal to ensure that employers are maintaining 
hazard-free work environments... the OSHA reasonably 
determined that an [emergency standard] is not necessary at 
this time,” the ruling said.

Why It Matters
The decision is important because it recognizes that each 
sector of the economy must contend with COVID-19 in 
different ways. What works in one instance may not in another.

“Given the vast range of industries operating in the United 
States, the best approach for OSHA to effectively provide 
logical and valuable guidance would be to issue specific 
guidance tailored to each industry or, at the very least, each 
natural grouping of industries,” the coalition stated.

People often want quick, uniform solutions in the face of 
new and unique problems such as COVID-19. However, 
the pandemic presents society not just one problem, but a 
complex series of challenges requiring, whenever practical, 
individual, focused solutions. The court was right to recognize 
this and allow industries the flexibility to address the pandemic 
in ways that work best for their individual workforces.

Since the outset of the pandemic, ARTBA and our industry 
allies have demonstrated the value of individualized 
approaches to COVID-19 by adopting a plan that provides 
guidance and outreach to large and small contractors to 
address and minimize exposure to the virus. The plan, 
developed by ARTBA as part of the Construction Industry 
Safety Coalition, has been widely implemented throughout the 
construction industry.

ARTBA will remain the transportation construction industry’s 
primary advocate in court and continue to develop tools to 
help our members and others overcome pandemic-related 
challenges.

Nick Goldstein is ARTBA’s vice president of regulatory and 
legal issues.

Social Cost of Carbon (SCC): An annual estimate of the monetized damages associated with an incremental increase in carbon developed by 13 federal agencies.

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Reviews: In 2016, the Obama Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) issued guidance requiring all NEPA reviews to consider GHG emissions. ARTBA argued that any such reviews would be open-ended and speculative while also exceeding the scope of NEPA.

President Trump signed an EO March 28 prohibiting the use of SCC 
in the regulatory process.

President Trump signed an EO March 28 repealing the Obama  
CEQ guidance.

WIN!

Estate Planning Regulations:  A 2016 IRS proposal would have restricted small and family-owned businesses from discounting shareholder stock for estate tax purposes for interests, including “lack of control” or “lack of marketability.” 

Oct. 20 the IRS withdrew the proposal.

WIN!

Waters of the U.S (WOTUS):  A 2015 rule from EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) would expand the Clean Water Act (CWA) to make roadside ditches subject to federal jurisdiction.

EPA is currently accepting comments on the withdrawal of the 
WOTUS rule as well as what a revised rule could look like.  Both the 
withdrawal and revision of WOTUS are expected to spur litigation.  
Further, ARTBA and its coalition allies are involved in a separate 
lawsuit before the Supreme Court concerning proper jurisdiction over 
CWA disputes.  That case was heard Oct. 11.  The WOTUS repeal 
process is expected to last at least two years.  

Greenhouse Gas Emissions (MAP-21 performance standard): The Obama administration’s FHWA proposed to evaluate new transportation projects based in part on greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) Standards: 1970s-era regulation to improve the average fuel economy of cars and light trucks produced for sale in the U.S.

DOT May 19 withdrew this requirement.  However, in response to 
litigation filed by anti-growth groups DOT reinstated the rule on Sept. 
25.  On Oct. 6, DOT published a Federal Register notice taking 
comments on the rule’s proposed withdrawal.

ARTBA remains concerned proposals to increase fuel efficiency 
without compensating the Highway Trust Fund for accompanying 
revenue loss would exacerbate the HTF’s structural revenue deficit 
and create even bigger investment obstacles to transportation 
infrastructure improvements.  President Trump ordered the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to review the latest round of 
CAFE standards on March 22. 

“Fair Play and Safe Workplaces”: Direct federal contractors bidding on solicitations of $50 million or more would be required to disclose their violations of 14 different federal workplace health and safety laws. 

EEO-1 Form Revisions: Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) Feb. 1, 2016, proposed requiring businesses with 100 or more workers to report salary data.

President Trump March 27 signed ARTBA-supported legislation 
striking down the “Fair Play and Safe Workplaces” Obama 
administration EO.

Aug. 29: The Office of Management & Budget announced it would 
stay the new EEO-1 changes.

WIN!

WIN!

PENDING

PENDING

WIN!

PENDING

Sue and Settle: This term refers to when anti-growth groups file litigation against a federal agency, then quickly reach a settlement where new, often cumbersome, regulations are initiated on an expedited timeframe. Often, the businesses and industries regulated the new rules are not given a voice in crafting the settlement.

In an Oct. 16 memorandum, EPA Administrator E. Scott Pruitt stated 
that “sue and settle” arrangements “excluded intervenors, interested 
stakeholders, and affected  states” from settlement discussions 
directly impacting them. He asserted that “[t]he days of this regulation 
through litigation, or ‘sue and settle’ are terminated. WIN!

Trump Administration: Ripe for Regulatory Reform

By Nick Goldstein, ARTBA vice president for regulatory affairs

Regulatory Roundup

Geographic-Based Hiring Preferences:  

U.S. Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) 

proposal to allow local hiring preferences. 

Hours of Service: The rule limits on-duty time 

for motor carrier drivers to address fatigue. It 

applies to transportation construction drivers 

although they typically don’t spend as many 

hours per day on the road.

U.S. DOT repealed the rule change and pilot program on Oct. 6.

Electronic monitoring device (ELD) requirements are scheduled to 

take effect in 2018.  ARTBA is supporting exemptions for the industry 

from this and other segments of the Hours of Service rule.

There’s been a lot of activity on the regulatory front since Donald Trump took office in January. This scorecard tracks more than 

a dozen rules and proposals, and what action is being taken by ARTBA, the administration, federal agencies and the courts.

PENDING

PENDING

Buy America: In late 2016, FHWA proposed 

a nationwide exemption from Buy America 

regulations for certain, commercially available, 

off-the-shelf products.

This exemption was not finalized before the Obama administration left 

office.  On April 18, President Trump signed the “Buy American, Hire 

American” EO directing all agency heads to examine their use of Buy 

America waivers.  ARTBA continues to encourage FHWA to finalize 

and implement the 2016 proposal.

Overtime Revisions: In 2016, the Obama 

administration changed the manner in 

which workers qualify for overtime pay by 

more than doubling the salary threshold for 

exempt employees.

June 27: the Department of Labor (DOL) announced it would review 

the revisions. On Aug. 29, a federal court struck down the Obama 

administration revisions.  ARTBA submitted comments Sept. 25 

advocating for a rule that will allow employers the flexibility to pay 

salaries appropriate for their geographic locations (i.e. account 

for differences in the cost of living between New York, N.Y., and 

Cheyenne, Wyo., for example).

WIN!

Silica Exposure: In March 2016, the 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(OSHA) proposed to significantly tighten 

existing federal standard for allowable worker 

exposure to crystalline silica dust.

ARTBA and partners sued OSHA over the rule.  Arguments were 

heard Sept. 25.  The groups are also in the process of requesting 

OSHA re-open the rule for further study. OSHA began enforcing the 

silica rule in full on Oct. 23.

PENDING

November 2017 Update

WIN!

Check the regulatory page of www.artba.org for more updates.

Recordkeeping:  The “Volks Rule” would 

extend the period that OSHA can cite 

companies for recordkeeping violations from 

six months to five years. 

President Trump signed ARTBA-supported legislation striking down 

the “Volks Rule” on April 3.  OSHA May 17 also suspended new 

recordkeeping requirements until further notice. 

WIN!

Keep track of ARTBA’s 
regulatory activity by 

downloading our scorecard 
at artba.org. 

mailto:ngoldstein%40artba.org?subject=
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SAFETYWALL® PEDESTRIAN BARRICADE

OVER 30 YEARS OF 
INNOVATIONS IN SAFETY

We don’t just talk about innovations in safety—
we live it. For over 30 years, PSS has pioneered 
breakthrough solutions that can safeguard 
worksites and save lives. Through continuous 
innovation, and with consultation, education, and 
training, we work to save lives today, tomorrow, 
and for decades to come.

LANEGARD® 3 FOLDING TYPE III

RUMBLE STRIP HANDLING MACHINE

ROADQUAKE® 2F TEMPORARY PORTABLE RUMBLE STRIP

CRIB®-9 CARRIER

ROADQUAKE® RAPTOR®

Court Ruling Highlights Value of COVID-19 Response Flexibility
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GOMACO Corporation pioneered the development of the fi rst cylinder fi nisher nearly 50 years ago when the company 
manufactured and introduced a bridge deck cylinder fi nisher to meet the growing needs for bridge markets. Today, GOMACO 
cylinder fi nishers are designed for versatility with the C-450 and C-750. The frame widths can range from 12 feet to 160 feet. 
They are easy to operate and save time and labor costs on all of your concrete fi nishing projects. Pin-connected sections 
provide fast setup time and the versatility to fi t exact job requirements. GOMACO’s patented three-point fi nishing system 
provides the smoothest deck possible with an auger to level the concrete, a cylinder consolidates and fi nishes the concrete, 
and a fl oat pan seals and textures the surface. GOMACO fi nishers are available with several diff erent options to customize them 
to your exact bridge deck specifi cations. Join the bridge builders choosing GOMACO for sales, service, and parts support.



May-June 2020 transportationbuilder.org   |  29

As communities, states, and companies 
decide whether and when to reopen 
for business from pandemic-induced 
closures, their most important concern 
is how to do it safely. The Association 
of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM) 
and The Marek Group have teamed 
up to provide a hub for businesses 
to find personal protective equipment 
(PPE), sanitizing supplies, and display 
graphics to promote and protect 
workplace safety.

“AEM has been at the forefront of 
promoting workplace safety and 
connecting companies with the 
resources needed to keep everyone 
safe in the construction and agriculture 
industries for decades,” said Jaime Vos, 
director of Safety Materials Program 
at AEM. “For manufacturers and other 
businesses, the health and safety of 
their employees and customers in 
the workplace is paramount. We’re 
providing access to safety supplies to 
support them during this critical time.”

AEM members and AEM Safety 
Materials Program customers are 
eligible for a 10 percent discount on 
all COVID-19 supplies at the AEM 
Online Store (shop.aem.org). Larger 
or recurring orders can be placed at 
262.549.8931. The store provides 
everything from signage to floor 
graphics, face shields and masks to 
hand sanitizer, for any size order. All 
orders will be fulfilled by The Marek 
Group, located in Wisconsin. Enter 
code “AEM” for a 10 percent discount.

AEM CORNER

AEM Connects Manufacturers with Safety Supplies  
as Businesses Return to Work
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The Association of Equipment
Manufacturers is the North American-based 
international trade group advancing the 
offroad equipment manufacturing industry 
in the global marketplace: aem.org.

How Leading Construction 
Companies are Handling the Crisis
COVID-19 has disrupted many 
businesses, but the U.S. construction 
industry remains resilient—even in the 
face of this tremendous challenge.

Skanska is a New York-based 
construction and development firm 
with more than 10,000 employees. It 
has projects throughout the country. 
Skanska has developed a multi-faceted 
COVID-19 response plan to help keep 
employees safe and jobsites operational.

Here are 14 elements that Skanska and 
other leading construction firms follow in 
the wake of COVID-19:
1.  Understand and follow CDC 

guidelines.
2.  Place restrictions on travel.
3.  Develop screening measures for 

employees who have recently 
traveled.

4.  Instruct employees to stay home if 
they are feeling sick.

5.  Place restrictions on in-person 
meetings and other employee 
gatherings.

6.  Encourage employees to work from 
home if feasible.

7.  Train all employees on the 6-foot 
distancing rule, no handshakes, etc.

8.  Establish thorough cleaning 
protocols at offices and jobsites.

9.  Increase availability of cleaning 
supplies and handwashing stations 
at offices and job sites.

10.  Donate N95 respirator masks to 
local hospitals.

11.  Tell elected officials to put aside 
partisanship at this critical moment 
of national crisis.

12.  Establish dedicated and empowered 
COVID-19 response teams.

13.  Stay up to date on both federal and 
local COVID-19 developments.

14.  Maintain clear, honest, and ongoing 
communication with employees and 
subcontractors, and perhaps clients 
and suppliers.

AEM Resources Keep Contractors & 
Manufacturers Up-to-Date
AEM recognizes the immense impact 
that the current COVID-19 pandemic 
is having on industry companies, their 
employees, suppliers and customers, 
as well as partner sectors such as 
agriculture and construction.

We are working closely with Congress, 
the Trump administration, and state and 
local governments to make sure they take 
legislative and administrative steps to 
mitigate the harm that the crisis is having 
on equipment manufacturers and users.

To see more resources or participate in 
our webinars (and see past webinars), 
visit aem.org and find “AEM COVID-19 
Daily Alerts and Resources.”

http://shop.aem.org
http://aem.org
http://aem.org
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These Three Videos Can Help  
Save Lives & Prevent Injuries
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Learn more at CaseCE.com/BSERIES 

The all-new CASE B Series skid steers and compact track loaders 

feature an all-new 8-inch LCD operator screen with backup camera; 

completely updated and simplified operator controls; even greater cab 

comfort; and while the machine looks the same on the outside, we’ve 

re-engineered its critical inner workings to stand up to what you and 

your jobsites face every day.

THE ALL-NEW & INTUITIVE 
CASE B SERIES
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ARTBA’s safety team and other industry and government partners have produced three 
new videos to protect workers. They can be viewed online at the ARTBAMedia channel on 
YouTube. Please share them with your workers and on social media channels.

COVID-19 Return to Work
This 10-minute videos taps leading industry experts to help you 
develop a plan for a safe and efficient return to your job sites and 
offices. Topics include sanitation, proper distancing, communication 
techniques, developing an infectious disease safety plan, tools and 
techniques to prevent the spread of infectious diseases, proper 
spacing in meetings and vehicles, and more.

Fall Rescue Safety
ARTBA and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are taking their 
commitment to safety to the next level with the release of a new training 
video to help significantly reduce the leading cause of death on project 
sites. This is the second in a series of “Just in Time” training videos that 
ARTBA is developing under contract with the agency. The first video, 
“Avoiding Blind Spots,” provides tips and techniques for training crews 
on how to avoid standing or working in areas around large trucks and 
equipment that cannot be seen by the driver.

Preventing the Spread of Infectious Diseases 
on Highway Work Zones
This comprehensive 7-minute video covers three important areas for 
worker health and safety: Jobsite Screening, Social Distancing, and 
Sanitation. It is available in English and Spanish. Featuring innovative 
3D animation and up-to-date information, it is your company’s go-to 
resource.

Visit:  youtube.com/ARTBAMedia

http://youtube.com/ARTBAMedia
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Go paperless 
with HCSS.

In 30 days, you could have paperless time cards, 
plans, truck tickets, internal & external forms, 

inspections, and more with our software.

And save the paper 
for when you really 
need it.

To get started, visit learn.hcss.com/artba
or call 855-231-7879.

The trusted leader
in estimating, operations, & fleet software

EQUIPMENT
INSPECTION


