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Like most of its member firms, public 
agencies and universities, ARTBA’s 
commitment to innovation is unwavering. 

This first 2021 issue of Transportation 
Builder features a new column, 
“TransOvation Tech,” written by veteran 
journalist and my ARTBA colleague, 
John Schneidawind. 

His goal is to focus on how our industry 
utilizes innovation and technology 
to design and build transportation 
improvements more efficiently and in the 
best interest of U.S. taxpayers. 

ARTBA has been using the term TransOvation™ since 
2011. The name plays off the meanings of three words—
“transportation,” “innovation” and “ovation.” Each year, ARTBA 
hosts the Dr. J. Don Brock TransOvation Workshop—named 
after the pioneering founder of Astec Industries—for the stated 
purpose of fostering innovative thinking in the office and at the 
project work site.   

As part of its June 2020 ARTBA strategic plan, the Board 
established an Innovation & Technology Forum to develop 
policy positions and highlight industry best practices.  

EDITOR’S NOTE
MARK HOLAN | Editorial Director

TransOvation Tech 

Mark Holan
Editorial Director
mholan@artba.org

Chaired by Steve Berglund, the executive chairman at 
Trimble, the group is currently producing consensus policy 
language defining “digital construction.” 

In his debut TransOvation Tech column, John describes how 
ARTBA members rehabilitated the nearly 90-year-old Arlington 
Memorial Bridge in Washington, D.C., with modern methods 
unimaginable to the crews who built the span in the 1930s. 
The bridge, completed on time and on budget, opened to the 
motoring public in December 2020 with little fanfare. 

The focus on this project accomplishment—an accompanying 
educational video is now in the works—is our attempt to 
increase awareness by members of Congress and the public 
about the value of infrastructure improvements. 

Please contact John (jschneidawind@artba.org) to discuss 
your ideas for future columns, which may be featured in the 
pages of this magazine and our digital Washington Newsline. 

Finally, this issue’s cover story provides ARTBA’s take on 
the prospects for passage of a multi-year infrastructure 
investment package this year as the new Congress and Biden 
administration take shape. We remain cautiously optimistic 
about the prospects for progress on the road ahead. 

Three distinct industries. 
One integrated solution.

ASPHALT I AGGREGATES I CONSTRUCTION 

www.thginfo.com
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CHAIRMAN'S CORNER
STEVE MCGOUGH | President & CFO, HCSS

ARTBA’s Strategic Plan:  
The Best Road Traveled 

   

In June 2020, ARTBA’s Board of Directors unanimously 
endorsed a three-year strategic plan to institutionalize 
a process of membership engagement and outcome-
oriented decision-making. 

We are making real progress in its implementation, aided 
by the contributions of our outstanding volunteer leaders. 
The plan’s top five priorities are on the facing page.

2020 Deliverables 
Not surprisingly, priority #1 is increased transportation 
investment. To that end, federal highway investment hit 
nearly $50 billion, public transit reached $12.8 billion, and 
$3.75 billion was dedicated to airport construction. Late 
in 2020, ARTBA and its allies also successfully pushed 
a $26 billion backstop to replenish foregone state/local 
transportation revenue caused by the pandemic’s stay-at-
home orders. 

Our economics team created an interactive highway 
dashboard (artbahighwaydashboard.org) to quantify 
for elected leaders the benefits of investment to states/
congressional districts. 

On the regulatory front, ARTBA helped affect significant 
positive reforms to the National Environmental Policy 
Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act, Clean 
Air Act, and federal hours of service rules that if fully 
implemented will help improve project delivery. 

Membership Development & Policy Forums 
With leadership from the Membership Development 
Committee, ARTBA welcomed 28 new firms and 
agencies. Such recruitment efforts continue in 2021, and 
every year for that matter. 

The Construction, Safety, and Innovation & Technology 
forums have been created, co-chairs installed, and 
professionals from the eight membership divisions 
recruited. Policy statements on the initial identified 
topics—risk allocation, positive protection, and digital 
construction, respectively—are being drafted. 

2021 Operational Plans 
At its Jan. 12 meeting, the ARTBA Executive Committee 
reviewed and endorsed 2021 work plans for each of the 
five priorities. A new Congress and Biden administration 
offer opportunities to advance our industry’s agenda. 
The foundation of any infrastructure initiative must be a 
robustly funded, multi-year reauthorization of the federal 
highway and public transit programs. ARTBA and its allies 
will not let up until the job is done. 

We aim to preserve the regulatory gains realized under the 
Trump administration. Simultaneously, we will work with 
the Biden administration to explain the real-world impacts 
and potential outcomes of their regulatory proposals on 
the ability to complete infrastructure projects efficiently. 

As part of an ongoing examination of member programs, 
we will engage the ARTBA Board in survey research to 
determine the merit of changes to the existing suite of 
services. ARTBA’s Foundation Board of Trustees will also 
initiate a strategic planning exercise to ensure its safety 
training, scholarship and recognition programs, and events 
are aligned with the association’s overall mission.  

Last year confirmed ARTBA and its members are 
innovative and resilient. With COVID-19’s grip still tight on 
U.S. public health and economy, a new Congress seated, 
and executive branch taking shape, 2021 will no doubt 
have its own share of surprises. Notwithstanding these 
realities, our strategic plan remains the best road traveled 
in helping achieve our advocacy goals. 
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Mission
ARTBA brings together all facets of the transportation construction industry to responsibly 
advocate for infrastructure investment and policy that meet the nation’s need for safe 
and efficient travel.  ARTBA also offers value-added programs and services providing its 
members with a competitive edge.

Vision 
A dynamic transportation network that enriches American life.

Objectives
 1. TRANSPORTATION FUNDING: Achieve long-term, sustainable and secure funding  

for transportation infrastructure. 

2. REGULATORY ADVOCACY: Increase resources and expand direction for ARTBA’s  
regulatory advocacy program. 

3. MEMBERSHIP GROWTH: Increase financial support from existing members and new  
members over three years. 

4. POLICY & ISSUES FORUMS: Develop cross-divisional discussion forums and policies 
addressing risk allocation, project delivery, safety and technology. 

5. VALUE-ADDED MEMBER SERVICES: Focus rigorously on programs and services 
that are mission critical. 

STRATEGIC PLAN
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The pandemic, the election, the economy.  All are hot 
button issues that will greatly influence the coming months, 
and all are greatly influenced by institutional forces. 
Institutions are like infrastructure in that they often do not 
get much thought until they are needed... or something 
goes wrong.

According to a summer 2020 national Gallup survey, the 
American people have high levels of confidence in several 
key institutions.  

Small business (75 percent), the U.S. military (72 percent) 
and the U.S. medical system (51 percent) were among 
institutions garnering majority-level confidence.  

Unsurprisingly, confidence in other select institutions was 
low: big tech companies (34 percent), newspapers (24 
percent) and television news (18 percent). And you can 
guess which one scraped the bottom of the barrel for the 
14th straight year. Hint: it is located Washington and has 
two chambers.

In some cases, dismal perceptions of certain institutions 
are well-earned. Yet, there is also a disconnect. The public 
does not have much confidence in Congress, but they like 
their individual U.S. representatives and senators given 
the extraordinarily high incumbent re-election rate. Big 
tech is an easy target these days.  But there are few of us 
without mobile or smart devices.  

So, what does all this have to do with an organization 
devoted to improving the U.S. transportation infrastructure 
network? 

There are still institutional successes to be found. The 
development and maintenance of infrastructure facilities—
particularly transportation—is largely the responsibility of 
federal, state, and local governments in partnership with 
the private sector. Think the Interstate Highway System. 
Ditto for national defense, where the military builds most 
of its weapons systems and technologies in coordination 
with the private sector.

THE ARENA
DAVE BAUER | President & CEO, ARTBA

Institutional Success

NASA is an institution not included in the Gallup survey, 
but it should be. The Perseverance traveled nearly 300 
million miles from Earth over seven months and Feb. 19 
stuck the landing on Mars after a mind-numbing speedy 
descent. The rover—the most sophisticated NASA’s ever 
built with universities, engineers, and private companies—
featured more than 20 HD cameras and microphones to 
capture the entire journey on the Martian surface.

Examples of what institutions can achieve are in no 
way a guarantee of future successes. Similarly, the 
developments and experiences that led many Americans 
to hold their government and other institutions in low 
regard do not guarantee future failure. 

Achieving the transportation construction industry’s 
advocacy objectives will require us to confront and 
overcome multiple obstacles, including institutional 
cynicism. The ARTBA highway dashboard 
(artbahighwaydashboard.org) that quantifies the 
specific impact of federal highway funds by state and 
project is one of the ways we can remind people that 
some institutions continue to deliver real solutions on a 
routine basis.  

ARTBA Chairman Steve McGough recently said: 
“Renewing the nation’s transportation network is an 
opportunity to bring people together and help them move 
forward at a time when we need both.” His insight is at 
the forefront of ARTBA’s continued advocacy for a robust 
federal infrastructure investment initiative.   
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FROM THE FOUNDATION CHAIRMAN
PAUL YAROSSI | Director, HNTB

ARTBA Foundation Delivers  
Even in Unprecedented Times

Agility: the power of moving quickly and easily.

None of us is likely to ever forget the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020. At the same time, however, we should all strive to 
remember the lessons of the past year, especially as it relates to managing business operations.  

Innovation and agility ruled the day. This is true for transportation design and construction firms, public agencies, and 
non-profit organizations including the ARTBA Transportation Development Foundation (TDF).  

In the middle of a once-in-a-century public health crisis, the TDF and its Board of Trustees demonstrated such agility by 
continuing to offer value-added programs and services in support of the association’s transportation investment advocacy 
mission. It was an extraordinary environment to implement a multi-disciplinary program of work during the TDF’s 35th 
anniversary. Nevertheless, the Foundation: 
 
 Delivered training in English and Spanish to 2,000 industry professionals through these courses: silica protection, fall 

protection, safe backing and spotting, OSHA 10-Hour, Roadway Safety+, and preventing runovers/backovers.
 
 Provided $60,000 in financial aid to worthy students of highway workers killed or permanently disabled on the job 

through the Lanford Family Highway Worker Memorial Scholarship program.
 
 Produced and distributed two educational videos related to COVID-19, preventing the spread of infectious diseases, 

and safely returning to work that were viewed 10,000 times.
 
 Conceived of and hosted with industry allies the first-ever virtual event aimed at highlighting and reducing the number 

of construction worker “struck-by” incidents for more than 1,200 construction industry leaders.
 
 Surpassed the milestone of more than 500 executives who have earned the Safety Certification for Transportation 

Project ProfessionalsTM credential. 
 
 Hosted the virtual National Work Zone Safety & Management Conference for 275 industry executives, agencies 

officials, and safety professionals.
 
 Fulfilled 200,000 information requests through the National Work Zone Safety Information Clearinghouse.
 
 Earned two new federal contracts to develop and provide safety training related to trenches and excavations and 

complete overhaul of the National Work Zone Safety Information Clearinghouse website.
 
The Foundation remains well-positioned for the future. On behalf of my partner and Foundation Vice Chair David Zachry, 
I want to thank ARTBA’s membership and our generous donors—highlighted on the opposite page—for their support. 
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The Road Ahead  
on an Infrastructure Package
By Lauren Schapker   
lschapker@artba.org    

See Infrastructure, 14

“Lobby the heck out of your members of Congress 
and senators. We cannot be timid about this surface 
transportation bill. It’s got to be big, and it must be  
long-term.”  

House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Chairman 
Peter DeFazio’s (D-Ore.) concluding thoughts during his  
Jan. 28 remarks to ARTBA’s Board illustrate the opportunity, 
and challenge, ahead on the federal infrastructure 
investment front. 

Two months into 2021, the good news: there is widespread 
bipartisan support for a broad infrastructure package.  
The bad news: it is still too early to know its scope and 
structure. Nevertheless, there are at least two reasons 
ARTBA is cautiously optimistic. 

First, the U.S. economy remains in the grip of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Congress right now is working toward likely final 
approval in March of President Joe Biden’s $1.9 trillion  
relief proposal.   

To keep the recovery going, Congress could soon follow up 
with legislation on infrastructure investment, an unrivaled tool 
that generates long-term economic productivity and creates 
jobs. The president is also expected to discuss soon his 
infrastructure plan before a joint session of Congress.  

Second, the current highway and public transit funding 
authorization expires Sept. 30, which means Congress must 
act to prevent a program lapse.   

Here’s our early take on what to expect in the coming months.  

Congressional Outlook & White House Meeting 
The administration’s $1.9 trillion package contains aid for 
public transportation and airports, along with $350 billion  
for state and local governments that can be used for a 
variety of activities, including transportation department 
capital investment and operations. It has failed to attract 
Republican support. Democrats are using a procedure 
known as budget reconciliation to advance the bill. 
Reconciliation requires only 51 votes in the Senate but is 
time-consuming and has limited application.  

President Biden has begun laying the groundwork for 
additional recovery measures. He met Feb. 11 with Senate 
Environment & Public Works (EPW) Committee leaders to 
discuss areas of common ground.  

Passage of a new surface transportation bill was a meeting 
centerpiece, and Republicans and Democrats were 
encouraged by a commitment to bipartisanship.  

President Joe Biden Rep. Peter DeFazio 
(D-Ore.)

Sen. Shelley Moore 
Capito (R-W.Va.)

221  
Democrats

48  
Democrats

211  
Republicans

50  
Republicans

2  
Independent 

(Caucus with Democrats)

3 
Vacancies

U.S. House of 
Representatives

U.S.  
Senate
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Infrastructure, from 13

50-50 Senate
With an evenly split Senate, Democrats will serve as chairs of each committee, but committees will have an even 
number of Republicans and Democrats. If a bill gets a tie vote in committee, it is eligible for floor action, if permitted by 
Majority Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.). Tie votes on the floor will be broken by Vice President Kamala Harris in her 
role as Senate president, but 60 votes will still be required to break the filibuster. 

Here’s a breakdown of congressional and transportation leaders: 

"I've been around long enough... that infrastructure wasn't a 
Republican or a Democratic issue," Biden said at the meeting. 

Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), the EPW ranking 
member, reiterated the committee’s track record of seeking 
“strong bipartisan solutions that address a wide variety of our 
nation’s top infrastructure needs.” 

Past as Prologue 
A look back at the efforts in the last Congress provides a 
starting point for what might happen in the 117th Congress.  

Last summer, the House passed a $1.5 trillion infrastructure 
measure that included a $494 billion surface transportation 
bill. It would have significantly boosted highway and transit 
investment by 42 percent and 72 percent, respectively.  

U.S. Senate  

Majority Leader: Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.)    
Minority Leader: Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) 

U.S. House of Representatives

Speaker: Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)    
Majority Leader: Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) 
Minority Leader: Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.)

Senate Committees

Environment & Public Works  
Chair: Tom Carper (D-Del.)  
Ranking Member: Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) 

Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee 
Chair: TBD
Ranking Member: TBD

Finance  
Chair: Ron Wyden (D-Ore.)   
Ranking Member: Mike Crapo (R-Idaho)  

Appropriations 
Chair: Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.)  
Ranking Member: Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) 

House Committees 

Appropriations 
Chair: Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.)   
Ranking Member: Kay Granger (R-Texas) 

Transportation & Infrastructure Committee  
Chair: Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.)  
Ranking Member: Sam Graves (R-Mo.) 

Highways & Transit Subcommittee 
Chair: Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.)
Ranking Member: Rodney Davis (R-Ill.)

Way & Means Committee 
Chair: Richard Neal (D-Mass.)  
Ranking Member: Kevin Brady (R-Texas)  

U.S. Department of Transportation Leaders 

Secretary: Pete Buttigieg 
Deputy Transportation Secretary-Nominee:  
Polly Trottenberg 
Deputy Federal Highway Administrator:  
Stephanie Pollack 
Deputy Federal Transit Administrator: Nuria Fernandez 
Deputy Federal Rail Administrator: Amit Bose

The measure also funded a range of other infrastructure 
projects, such as broadband and water. It was not 
considered by the Senate.   

Chairman DeFazio said the bill is the model for one he will 
soon reintroduce that will also address climate change. 
During his remarks to ARTBA’s Board, DeFazio said a 
reauthorization bill should also include a major boost in 
highway investment, given the Interstate Highway System’s 
critical role in freight movement. 

See Infrastructure, 16
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The year 2020 will be etched in our minds because of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
tumultuous U.S. presidential and congressional elections. 

Amid an extraordinarily challenging business climate, private sector transportation 
design and construction firms, public agencies, and national associations like ARTBA 
continued to perform and deliver results.   

At the forefront of ARTBA’s comprehensive program of work was the board’s unanimous 
approval of a three-year strategic plan to institutionalize a process of membership 
engagement and outcome-oriented decision-making.  True to ARTBA’s core mission, the 
plan’s top priority: pushing for increased transportation investment. 

To that end, federal highway investment hit nearly $50 billion, public transit reached 
$12.8 billion, and $3.75 billion was dedicated to airport construction.  Late in the year, 
ARTBA and its allies also successfully advocated for a $26 billion federal backstop to 
replenish foregone state/local transportation revenue caused by the pandemic’s stay-at-
home orders. 

On the regulatory front, ARTBA and its volunteer leaders helped affect significant positive 
reforms to the National Environmental Policy Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered Species 
Act, Clean Air Act, and federal hours of service rules that if fully implemented will help 
improve project delivery. 

Membership engagement reached record levels through COVID-19 related webinars and 
educational materials, a regular report series on the impacts of the pandemic on state 
construction programs and transportation-related revenue collections, and pre-and-post 
election analysis. 

ARTBA-produced videos on helping prevent the spread of infectious diseases and safely 
returning to work were viewed 10,000 times.  Nearly 5,500 individuals participated in our 
virtual meetings and events.  

New investments in technology resulted in creation of an interactive dashboard platform 
to highlight the benefits of the federal highway program by state, and the launch of an 
interactive transportation construction market intelligence subscription service. 

Along the way, we welcomed nearly 30 new member firms and agencies into the 
membership fold.  And in August, ARTBA was named one of 100 associations that “will 
save the world” by the American Society of Association Executives. 

The achievements detailed in this Annual Report would not have been possible without 
the engagement of our volunteer leaders and state chapter partners.  We are grateful to 
all ARTBA members for your continued leadership and support. 

Steve McGough
HCSS
Sugar Land, Texas



2020 BY THE NUMBERS

$63 BILLION
Federal highway and public transit investment

5,500

$26 BILLION 
Backstop secured to make up for foregone 
state/local transportation revenue related 
to COVID-19 stay-at-home-orders

$14.1 BILLION$14.1 BILLION One-time and recurring state and local 
transportation revenue approved by 
voters via 303 ballot initiatives

Executives 
participating in virtual 
meetings and events

10,000 
Views of COVID-19 videos about 
preventing the spread of infectious 
diseases and safely returning to work

Issues of Washington Newsline and member-only 
COVID-19 reports on impacts on transportation 
projects and state/local user fee revenues

163

300 State transportation 
investment ballot/legislative measures 
tracked by Transportation Investment 
Advocacy Center  

28 

New member 
firms and 
agencies

35 
Comments submitted to 
advocate industry views 
on proposed regulations

$3.75 BILLION 
Federal airport construction investment

13,880 
Followers on LinkedIn, Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram 
platforms 

$5.1 BILLION$5.1 BILLION  

New and recurring transportation 
revenue approved by six states

2,000
Professionals receiving ARTBA  

safety training

 
ARTBA named one of 
100 associations “that 
will save the world” by 

the American Society of 
Association Executives

100
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Mission 
ARTBA brings together all facets of the transportation construction industry to responsibly 
advocate for infrastructure investment and policy that meet the nation’s need for safe and efficient 
travel.  ARTBA also offers value-added programs and services providing its members with a 
competitive edge.

Vision 
A dynamic transportation network that enriches American life.

Objectives
 1. TRANSPORTATION FUNDING: Achieve long-term, sustainable and secure funding for 

transportation infrastructure. 

2. REGULATORY ADVOCACY: Increase resources and expand direction for ARTBA’s  
regulatory advocacy program. 

3. MEMBERSHIP GROWTH: Increase financial support from existing members and new  
members over three years. 

4. POLICY & ISSUES FORUMS: Develop cross-divisional discussion forums and policies 
addressing risk allocation, project delivery, safety and technology. 

5. VALUE-ADDED MEMBER SERVICES: Focus rigorously on programs and services that are 
mission critical. 

STRATEGIC PLAN

ARTBA’s Strategic Planning Committee met Jan. 22-23, 2020, in Charlotte, N.C.  
The association’s Board of Directors unanimously approved a three-year 
strategic plan in June.
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The COVID-19 pandemic and a contentious election season swamped the ability to 
get much done on Capitol Hill beyond pandemic-related relief measures. As a result, 
ARTBA and its allies pushed for a one-year funding extension for the core highway 
and transit programs to help provide market stability while continuing to work on a 
long-term infrastructure investment measure.

ARTBA also pushed 
for increased surface 
transportation 
investment in the 
annual appropriations 
process. Federal highway 
investment hit nearly 
$50 billion, public transit 
reached $12.8 billion, and 
$3.75 billion was dedicated 
to airport construction.  

In December, ARTBA and its allies also successfully advocated for a $26 billion 
federal backstop to replenish foregone state/local transportation revenue caused 
by the pandemic’s stay-at-home orders.

LEGISLATIVE & REGULATORY ADVOCACY

Transportation Makes America Work 
 
Transportation Makes America Work (TMAW) remained the industry’s comprehensive 
public affairs, legal advocacy, and communications program to advance the transportation 
investment agenda.  TMAW supporters included:
  

• AECOM 
• Associated Pennsylvania Constructors  

Educational Trust Fund 
• Beaver Excavating Co. 
• Caterpillar Inc. 
• David A. Bramble, Inc. 
• David Nelson Construction Co. 
• Duit Construction Co., Inc. 
• Florida Transportation Builders’ Association 
• Gallagher Asphalt Corp. 
• HCSS 
• Heritage Construction & Materials 
• HNTB 
• Kentucky Association of Highway Contractors 

• Martin Marietta 
• Maryland Transportation  

Builders & Materials Association 
• Ohio Contractors Association 
• Oklahoma General Contractors  
• Rock Road Companies, Inc. 
• Summers-Taylor, Inc. 
• Tennessee Road Builders Association 
• UTCA of New Jersey 
• Vecellio Group, Inc. 
• VHB 
• Wagman Community Fund 
• Wisconsin Transportation Builders Association 
• Wright Brothers Construction  

A long-term federal 
transportation infrastructure 
investment bill will help drive the 
nation’s economic recovery from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, ARTBA 
Chairman Steve McGough (HCSS) 
said June 4 in testimony before 
the Senate Environment & Public 
Works Committee.  

$50 billion

$12.8 billion

$3.75 billion
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Transportation Investment 
Advocacy Center™  
 
The Transportation Investment Advocacy Center™ 
remained the “go-to” information resource that supports 
contractor chapters and business groups working to 
increase transportation funding at the state/levels. TIAC 
has organized and supports a 32-state and growing 
network of activists. 

The Center completed seven research reports, held its 
7th annual national workshop, tracked over 300 ballot 
and legislative measures, and released interactive 
dashboards analyzing transportation funding research 
compiled over the past decade.

Regulatory Reforms 
 
On the regulatory front, ARTBA and its volunteer leaders helped affect significant positive reforms to the National 
Environmental Policy Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act, Clean Air Act, and federal hours of service rules 
that if fully implemented will help improve project delivery.
 
The association voiced the industry’s perspective nearly three dozen times on 
regulatory proposals covering these areas: 

• Ozone and Particulate Matter Standards

• Navigable Waters Protection Rule

• National Freight Strategic Plan

• Patented & Proprietary Products

• Paycheck Protection Program

• Highway Design Standards

• Endangered Species Act “Critical Habitat Designation”

• Migratory Bird Treaty Act

• Classification of Transportation Construction as an “Essential” Activity

National Coalitions
Through TMAW, ARTBA provided ongoing 
leadership and major financial support for 
coalitions and organizations supporting our 
legislative, regulatory and safety agenda:

• Transportation Construction Coalition  
(ARTBA co-chairs) 

• U.S. Chamber of Commerce-led “Americans 
for Transportation Mobility” 

• Waters Advocacy Coalition

• Small Business Legislative Council 

• Construction Industry Safety Coalition 

• The Road Information Program 

TMAW resources were also dedicated to these key initiatives: 

ARTBA member Matt Girard 
(Plenary Group), right, reinforced 
the association’s support for 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) reform at a Feb. 10 news 
conference in Denver.
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INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP & RECOGNITION

Strategic Plan’s Policy Forums 
One outgrowth of the Board-approved strategic plan 
was the modernization of ARTBA’s governance structure, 
including the creation of three new Forums to focus on 
key policy priorities. The respective groups, open to all 
eight membership divisions, held their first meetings in 
the fall. Leaders include:

• Construction: Co-chairs Al Hoffman, Road-Con, 
Inc.; Mike Mangione, WSP USA; and Ananth Prasad, 
Florida Transportation Builders’ Association 

• Innovation & Technology: Chair Steve Berglund, 
Trimble 

• Safety: Co-chairs former U.S. DOT Transportation 
Secretary Jim Burnley, Venable LLP; Lee Cole, CRH 
Americas Materials; and Laura Huizinga, Lindsay 
Transportation Solutions

Industry Leader 
Development Council 
 
The Industry Leader Development Council 
(ILDC), chaired by WSP USA Senior Vice 
President Sofia Berger, helped develop the 
program content and led the peer outreach 
to boost attendance at the regional meetings and Dr. J 
Don Brock TransOvationTM Workshop. The roster of ILDC 
leaders included: 

• Southern Chair: Ben Lehr, RS&H 

• Southern Vice Chair: Nick DiBartolo, Rogers Group 

• Northeastern Chair: Anthony Attanasio, Hawk Strategies 

• Western Chair: Brandon Squire, Ralph L. Wadsworth 
Construction 

• Western Vice Chair: Matt Blake, Lane Construction 

• Central Chair: Brent Freeman, Kraemer North America 

• Central Vice Chair: Jeff Lackey, TranSystems

Award Programs 
 
Industry leaders from around the nation were 
recognized for their outstanding leadership as part 
of ARTBA’s annual awards program,  
which included: 
 

ARTBA Award: The association’s 
highest honor, it recognizes 
individuals for their outstanding 
contributions that have advanced 
the broad goals of the association. 

David Zachry 
CEO, Zachry Corporation

 
Division Awards: ARTBA Division Award winners, 
who were selected by their peers, included: 

• Nello L. Teer (Contractors): Jeff Southard, 
executive vice president, Virginia 
Transportation Construction Alliance (retired)

• Guy Kelcey (Planning & Design): Ben Biller, vice 
president and general manager, transportation 
group, Burns & McDonnell (retired)

• S.S. Steinberg Award (Research & Education): 
Chris Hendrickson, director of the Traffic 21 
Institute and Hamerschlag professor emeritus, 
Carnegie Mellon University  

• P3 Division:

- Trailblazer of the Year: Louisiana 
Department of Transportation & 
Development Secretary Dr. Shawn Wilson 

- Emerging Leader of the Year: ACS 
Infrastructure Development Vice President 
of Project Management Noah Jolley 

- Innovation of the Year: Pennsylvania Rapid 
Bridge Replacement Project, Pennsylvania, 
Plenary Walsh Keystone Partners 

- Community Impact of the Year: State 
Street Redevelopment Project, West 
Lafayette, Indiana, Plenary Group 

Sofia Berger
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Nearly 5,500 professionals from across the U.S. and the world participated 
in more than 20 ARTBA virtual meetings, events and webinars.

Membership was value-enhanced by these services and benefits:  

VIRTUAL EVENTS

NEW PRODUCTS & SERVICES

New products from ARTBA’s economics and safety teams, respectively, included:

Transportation Construction Market Intelligence Subscription Service was powered 
by an interactive dashboard featuring reports on: 

• State & local government contract awards 

• Value of construction put in place 

• Federal-aid obligations for highway & bridge work 

Highway Dashboard: A 50-State Guide to the Benefits of Federal Investment 
(artbahighwaydashboard.org) provides for the first time the American public and elected 
officials a clear look at how and where each state invests its transportation tax dollars.

Fundamentals of U.S. Transportation Construction Safety course features modules on falls, electricity, preventing 
struck-by and caught-in incidents, safety programs, workplace communications, risk assessment, internal traffic control, 
temporary traffic control and other common construction hazards. 

VALUE-ADDED MEMBER SERVICES

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE

@artbassociation

/ARTBAssociation

@artba

/company/artba

/ARTBAMedia
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NEW PRODUCTS & SERVICES
Joe Anderson 
Gregory Andricos    
John Ayres    
William Bachschmidt    
Garry Balboni    
David Bauer    
Michael Baxter    
Roy Beard 
Todd Becker 
Anthony Bednarik    
Robert Benard    
Sofia Berger    
Alan Bernard   
Brian Billings 
Joseph Bironas    
Dean Boylan   
Jackie Calandros    
Shane Campbell    
Rich Capolupo    
Dan Carr    
Jay Cashman    
CEMEX, Inc. Employees PAC 
Jeffrey Clyde    
Chad Conley 
John Coppage    
Arthur Corwin    
Alfred Costa    
David Costantino    
CRH Americas Inc. PAC 
Matthew Cummings    
Maureen Dagle    
Alvaro de Moya    
Armando De Moya    
John Derr    
Mary Anne Derr    
Nick Dibartolo    
Patrick DiCerbo    
Karen Dinitz    
John Diviney    

Tim Duit    
James Fehsenfeld    
Christopher Fronheiser    
Grant Gabbard    
Jason Gabbard    
Granite Construction 
Employee, PAC 
Ignacio Halley    
John Hampton    
Christopher Hawkins    
John Hay    
Michael Higgins    
S. Dale High    
Thomas Hinkle    
Craig Hoffman    
Richard Hoffman    
Michael Holder    
Jose Holguin-Veras 
Michael Horan    
John Householder    
Nick Ivanoff    
Emil Jahna    
Matthew Jeanneret    
Kevin Johnson    
Scott Johnson    
John Kapovich    
Christine Keville    
John Kovacs    
Robert Krug    
William Labbe    
Larson Design Group PAC 
M. Chad LaRue    
Steven Lawson    
Karen Liu    
Todd Loehnert    
Albert Lopez    
Antonio Lorusso    
Samuel Lorusso    
Marcello Louro    

Michael Louro    
Christopher Lynch    
Richard Markwith    
Susan Martinovich    
Esther McGinnis    
Stephen McGough    
Kevin McKeon    
Jan Menuez   
Jeffrey Monohan    
Terry Neimeyer    
Jeffrey Nelson    
Jacquelyn Ness    
Michael Novak    
C. Ward Nye    
Brian Ogger    
Thomas O’Grady       
John O’Quinn    
Rick Pavao    
Peckham Industries, Inc. 
Federal PAC 
William Peek    
Mike Pepper    
Aaron Peterson    
Colette Peterson    
James Peterson       
Parr Peterson    
Paul Peterson    
Jorge Pombo    
Ananth Prasad      
Robert Ragan    
Kenneth Rezendes       
Joseph Rikk    
Lisa Robert    
Charles Roberts    
John Rocchio    
Mike Rogers    
Christopher Runyan    
Michael Rydin       
Timothy Scanlon    

Matthew Schiemer    
Brandon Selby    
Michael Selby    
Cynthia Sementelli    
Matthew Shinners    
Michael Shirk    
Brian Slagter    
Terry Snow    
Michael Soares    
Michael Stenko    
W. Mark Sterling    
Jeffrey Sterner    
Terracon Political Action 
Committee 
Don Thompson    
G. Scott Thompson       
David Thorne    
Melissa Tooley    
James Van Buren    
Leo Vecellio    
Michael Vecellio    
D. Eric Veydt   
Kenneth Vogel    
Joseph Wagman    
Richard Wagman    
Arthur Walker    
Cindy Warner    
Daniel Weekley    
Mark White    
Michael White    
V. Wayne Williford   
Joseph Wingerter    
Lawrence Winkleman    
Kevin Wolfe    
Stephen Wright    
Paul Yarossi    
Scott Zeevart   

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE

The ARTBA Political Action Committee (PAC) supports candidates for elected office who advocate 
for strong investment in transportation. These individuals and firms contributed in 2020:
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Steve McGough 
President & CFO 
HCSS
Sugar Land, Texas 

Tony Fassino 
Group President  
Construction Industries
Caterpillar Inc.
Deerfield, Ill.

Vice Chair At-Large

Tim Duit
President 
Duit Construction 
Edmond, Okla.

Ward Nye
Chairman & CEO 
Martin Marietta 
Raleigh, N.C.

Vice Chair At-Large

Jim Fehsenfeld 
Chairman
Heritage Construction  
& Materials 
Indianapolis, Ind.

David Harwood  
Senior Vice President 
Terracon 
Olathe, Kan.

Lisa Robert
Executive Vice President
RS&H
Denver, Colo.

Paul Yarossi
Director
HNTB Corporation
New York, N.Y.

Paula Hammond
Senior Vice President
WSP
Seattle, Wash.

Tom Hill
Former President & CEO
Summit Materials, LLC
Denver, Colo.

Jeff Nelson 
President 
David Nelson 
Construction Co. 
Palm Harbor, Fla.

Chairman

Western Region Vice Chair

Northeastern Region Vice Chair

Vice Chair At-Large

First Vice Chairman

Central Region Vice Chair

Vice Chair At-Large

Treasurer

Senior Vice Chairman

ARTBA-TDF Board of Trustees Chairman

Vice Chair At-Large

Southern Region Vice Chair

Secretary
David S. Zachry
President & CEO 
Zachry Corporation &  
Zachry Construction 
Corporation 
San Antonio, Texas

Vice Chair At-Large
Randy Lake
CEO
CRH Americas Materials, Inc.
Atlanta, Ga.

Kevin Cornish
Senior Vice President
AECOM 
Orlando, Fla.

Dave Bauer
President & CEO
ARTBA 
Washington, D.C.

ARTBA-TDF Board of Trustees Vice Chairman

Tom O’Grady
President
HNTB
Kansas City, Mo.

Dave Zanetell
President
Kraemer North America
Castle Rock, Colo.

Vice Chair At-Large
Michael Vecellio
Vice President 
Vecellio Group, Inc.
West Palm Beach, Fla.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Vice Chair At-Large

Tim Creson
Consultant
Coraopolis, Pa.

Joint Committee Co-Chair

Vice Chair At-Large

Treasurer

Robert Alger
President, Infrastructure 
Products
SNC-Lavalin
Avon, Conn.

David Spector
Director, Infrastructure 
Advisory
KPMG LLP
Denver, Colo.

Ben Robuck
Vice President, Infrastructure 
& Direct Work
CEMEX USA
Newnan, Ga.

Stephen Roy
President Americas
Volvo Construction Equipment
Greensboro, N.C.

James R. Madara
Senior Vice President
Gannett Fleming, Inc.
Allentown, Pa.

Sofia M. Berger 
Senior Vice President,  
U.S. Advisory Services
WSP USA
New York, N.Y.

Immediate Past ARTBA ChairmanTransportation Officials Division President

AEM Representative

Contractors Division President

Past Chairman’s Council Chairman

Planning & Design Division President

Industry Leader Development Council Chair

Traffic Safety Industry Division President

Materials & Services Division President

Public-Private Partnerships Division President

Brian Ness
Director
Idaho Transportation  
Department
Boise City, Idaho

Contractors Division First Vice President
Michael Glezer
CEO
Wagman Heavy Civil, Inc.
York, Pa.

Joe Cutillo 
CEO 
Sterling Construction  
Company 
The Woodlands, Texas 

Dr. Karen Philbrick
Executive Director
San Jose State University,  
Mineta Transportation Institute
San Jose, Calif.

Research & Education Division President

Jihane Fazio
Vice President, NJ Transportation 
Design Business Manager
AECOM
Piscataway, N.J.

Laura Huizinga
Technical Sales Manager
Lindsay Transportation  
Solutions
Omaha, Neb.

Council of State Executives Chair
Tom Layfield 
Executive Director 
Alabama Road Builders 
Association 
Montgomery, Ala.
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Washington, D.C. 20024

202.289.4434 
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STAND UP

RB401T-E

RB441T
RB611T

MAX USA Corp. • 205 Express St. Plainview, NY 11803 • Tel: 800.223.4293 • Fax: 516.741.3272 MAX USA CORP.

SAVE TIME, SAVE MONEY,

INCREASE 
PRODUCTIVITY

Learn More about
the RB401T-E

Learn More about
the RB441T 

and RB611T

Request
A FREE
Demo

MAX developed the World’s First battery powered rebar tying tool in 1993. Since then, 
MAX rebar tying tools have revolutionized rebar tying work on bridge decks, roads, 
tunnels, in airports and a variety of other jobsites all around the world. The safety 
equipped TWINTIER® system is the fastest solution on the market for tying rebar. 
TWINTIER® technology allows up to tie 4,000 ties per charge, while delivering 
just the right amount of wire for greater productivity and cost savings. 
Compared to hand tying, this tool can reduce the risk of musculoskeletal 
injuries. MAX is committed to manufacturing reliable tools that have been 
designed to deliver enhanced performance while making sure that users can 
carry out safe operations.

The MAX PPE Shield means that you can trust that our tools are engineered 
with your health and safety in mind. MAX rebar tying tools are designed to 
alleviate the pain of manually tying rebar and reduce the risk of developing 
musculoskeletal diseases. MAX R&D engineers, develop product solutions that 
keep you safe while you work. Work safe with MAX tools. Prioritizing using proper 
equipment keeps you safe and healthy on the job site.



Highway Dashboard:  
A 50-State Guide  

to the Benefits  
of Federal Investment

This interactive tool allows users to  
easily identify and explore the 

benefits of federal highway 
investment and how states leverage 
those dollars to improve the nation's 

infrastructure network.

•   National & State Data   
•   List of Projects   

•   How Federal Funds Are Invested

artbahighwaydashboard.org

The Senate EPW Committee’s bill, unanimously approved in  
July 2019, featured a 27 percent increase in highway investment. 
It never reached the Senate floor after other committees of 
jurisdiction failed to act.  

With the Senate now under Democratic control, EPW Committee 
Chairman Tom Carper (Del.) is expected to propose a measure 
that will also focus on climate change. Carper is aiming for the 
committee to report out the bill’s highway provisions by  
Memorial Day.   

Elephant in the Room 
During Pete Buttigieg’s confirmation hearing to be U.S. 
Department of Transportation secretary, Sen. John Thune 
(R-S.D.) put his finger on the most obvious political issue when he 
said: “Transportation infrastructure investment around here has 
always been an area for bipartisan cooperation. The other thing 
that enjoys bipartisan popularity around here is not paying for it.” 

As a candidate, Biden proposed increasing corporate tax rates to 
pay for infrastructure legislation, but provided few specifics. 

Secretary Buttigieg addressed the Highway Trust Fund’s solvency 
at his confirmation hearing, noting all options for increasing 
revenues should be on the table. The Biden administration then 
quickly clarified his comments, saying a gas tax increase was not 
an option under consideration.   

The respective House and Senate committees with jurisdiction 
over finance, and congressional leaders, in consultation with 
Biden administration officials, will be tasked with identifying any 
bill’s funding mechanisms. 

Next Steps 
Notwithstanding policy specifics, there is little debate about 
the importance of additional measures to bolster the nation’s 
recovery, and there is no escaping the Sept. 30 surface 
transportation funding expiration.   

Chairman DeFazio is right. The surface transportation bill has “got 
to be big” and it must be “long-term.” That is the collective goal 
for ARTBA and the transportation construction industry in the year 
ahead. Let’s get moving. 

Lauren Schapker is ARTBA’s vice president of legislative affairs. 

Infrastructure, from 14

“So much is at stake today—and so much is possible, 
as our country works to emerge from the crises of the 
moment, with bipartisan appetite for a generational 
opportunity to transform and improve America’s 
infrastructure.” 

— Pete Buttigieg at his Jan. 21  
confirmation hearing

January-February 202116  |  transportationbuilder.org



SCHEDULE YOUR  
FREE VIRTUAL CLASS TODAY!

Excavation & Trenching Safety

Contact Robinson Vasquez at rvasquez@artba.org 
540.940.7064 (cell) • 202.683.1030 (office)

“This material was produced under the grant SH-99009-SH0 from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, U.S. Department of Labor.  It does not necessarily reflect 
the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Labor nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.”

A comprehensive training program developed to educate on the hazards found in trench and 
excavation work in the transportation construction industry.   

Learning Objectives:

• Identify basic hazards associated with trenching & excavation

• Explain how protective systems work and how they protect workers

• Describe inspection requirements, duties of the “Competent Person,” and other safety 
considerations in trenching & excavation work



TRIAL ROADQUAKE

To schedule a meeting contact:
David McKee | 216-403-0898

David.McKee@PSS-Innovations.com   

SAPP.PSS-INNOVATIONS.COM

PSS | 2444 Baldwin Road, Cleveland, OH 44104 | 800.662.6338 | PSS-Innovations.com | Copyright ® 2020

Follow us on:

FOR FREE
FOR ASSET PROTECTION

Through our new Smart Asset 
Protection Program, we invite you 
to evaluate the use of RoadQuake 
TPRS in the advance of your truck 
mounted attenuators and other 
roadway safety assets. RoadQuake 
can alert road users not only to your 
work zones but also your assets.

As Congress deliberates on a multi-year infrastructure 
investment package, new research spotlights outcomes under 
the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act 
law, and its impacts on every community across the country.

Between fiscal year (FY) 2016 and FY 2020, states leveraged 
nearly $200 billion in federal funds to support over $340.5 
billion in new highway and bridge program improvements. 
States also used program revenues to continue to support 
projects already underway.   

Here are several key facts that underscore the opportunity 
Congress has to build on the successes of the FAST Act and 
the federal highway program.

#1: The FAST Act Supported Nearly 111,000 New Highway 
& Bridge Improvements
States moved forward with nearly 111,000 new federal-aid 
projects during the five-year law. States with the largest volume 
of projects included: Texas (7,397), Indiana (6,500), Ohio 
(5,962), Michigan (5,715), California (5,432), New York (4,915), 
Illinois (4,235), Florida (4,168), Missouri (4,004), Virginia (3,626), 
and Tennessee (3,158). Projects were approved to begin in over 
3,130 U.S. counties, boroughs, and parishes.

Most federal-aid projects—98 percent—are expected to cost 
less than $25 million each, averaging $1.7 million per project.  
Thirty-two projects in 17 states are each expected to cost 
$500 million or more.  

#2: Federal-Aid Leveraged for Improvements on the 
Interstate & National Highway System
FAST Act projects were focused on the major freight corridors 
across the country. One-third of the investment, or $113 billion, 
was dedicated to highway and bridge projects on the Interstate 
Highway System. Another 30 percent, or $102 billion, went 
towards work on the National Highway System. Other federal-
aid highways accounted for 26 percent of the total, or $90 billion.

#3: States Prioritized Major Reconstruction & Repair Work
Major repair and reconstruction continued to be a priority, 
accounting for an average 47 percent of the total investment 
of $340.5 billion, or 59,729 projects. There were eight states 
that dedicated over two-thirds of funding for this type of work, 
including: Alabama (76 percent), Minnesota (74 percent), 
Missouri (74 percent), South Dakota (71 percent), Maine (71 
percent), Connecticut (70 percent), North Dakota (68 percent), 
Ohio (66 percent), and New Mexico (66 percent).  

How Federal Investment Supports Economic 
Growth Across America  
By Dr. Alison Premo Black
ablack@artba.org

EYE ON ECONOMICS

Reconstruction 
& Repair, 47%

Added Capacity, 
19%

Planning, Design 
& Construction 

Engineering, 
13%

New 
Construction, 

6%

Other, 6%

Right of Way 
Purchases, 4%

Planning, 
Research & 
Admin, 3%

Bike/Ped 
Facilities, 2%

Project Investment by Type of Work, 
FY 2016-2020

States used federal funds to support adding capacity to an 
existing road or bridge, representing 19 percent of total 
costs on 3,769 projects. This could include widening a lane 
or shoulder, adding a turn lane, or constructing a thru lane on 
an existing right of way.  

#4: Federal Investment Supports Major Projects
Overall, some of the largest highway investments approved 
during the FAST Act include:
• Virginia: Design-build contract of I-64 Hampton Road 

Bridge & Tunnel Expansion ($3.6 billion)
• Alabama: I-20/59 Bridge Replacement and approaches 

($2.46 billion)
• Florida: Gateway Expressway New Road Construction 

($1.9 billion)
• California: Interstate 405 from SR 73 to Interstate 605—

add Toll Expressway ($1.9 billion)
• Michigan: I-75 from 8-mile Road to 13 Mile Road  

($1.45 billion)

Major FAST Act bridge projects include:
• New Jersey: Camden County Oversight Bridge 

Replacement ($718 million)
• New York: Hunts Point Truck Access Improvements 

Phase 1 ($571 million)
• Florida: Pensacola Bay Bridge Replacement ($444 million)
• New York: KGI Infrastructure & Operational Improvements 

($366 million)
• New York: Rehab Brooklyn Bridge Manhattan Approaches 

($272 million)

Learn more at: artbahighwaydashboard.org.  

Dr. Alison Premo Black is ARTBA's chief economist.
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Regulatory Roundup

ARTBA Regulatory Advocacy Team  
Puts Points on the Board in 2020    
By Nick Goldstein
ngoldstein@artba.org

ARTBA and its volunteer leaders in 2020 helped drive 
significant positive regulatory reforms that, if fully implemented, 
will streamline the transportation project delivery process. 

Along the way, the association ensured its members’ voices 
were heard via regular meetings with federal officials and 
through more than 30 detailed comments on a variety of 
regulations affecting transportation construction. We also 
partnered with broad-based industry coalitions to help secure 
significant legal victories. Here are highlights of the most 
notable achievements: 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
For the first time in more than 40 years, regulations used to 
conduct environmental approvals for major federal actions 
were modernized. These reforms will help significantly reduce 
unnecessary project delays while maintaining necessary 
environmental safeguards. The NEPA revisions encompassed 
multiple industry priorities, such as incorporating time and 
page limits to environmental documents and permit decisions, 
granting greater authority for “lead agencies” to set binding 
schedules for project reviews and reducing unnecessary 
duplication of review documents.   

ARTBA is now representing the construction industry on a 
dedicated team of nine associations fighting in federal court 
to keep the reforms in place. In September 2020, the coalition 
helped turn back a last-minute attempt by anti-growth groups 
to block initial implementation of the new NEPA rules. Briefing 
in the case continues in March.

Waters of the United States (WOTUS) 
We also helped foster establishment of more reasonable 
implementation of the Clean Water Act (CWA).   

The “Navigable Waters Protection Rule” (NWPR) repealed 
and replaced the 2015 WOTUS rule, which placed roadside 
ditches under federal jurisdiction and delayed many 
transportation improvements. NWPR draws a clear line 
between federal and state jurisdiction under the CWA.  
NWPR excludes roadside ditches and places the burden 

of proof on the federal government, not the regulated 
community, when there is confusion over whether a permit  
is necessary.  

As with the updated NEPA rule, ARTBA and our allies have 
shifted our NWPR advocacy to the judicial branch. Our 
efforts have helped to ensure the new rule took effect as 
scheduled in every state except for Colorado, where a 
decision blocking the rule is being appealed. This litigation 
is being paused while the Biden administration evaluates its 
position on the issue. 

Clean Air Act (CAA) 
ARTBA also helped ensure continuity for our communities 
around the nation by supporting the retention of two major 
CAA standards.  

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced 
in December it would maintain current standards for 
particulate matter (PM) and ozone. The decision means 
counties currently meeting CAA standards will not be pushed 
out of compliance and penalized by having federal highway 
funding withheld. It marked the first time since 2006 that EPA 
left the PM standard unchanged, and the first time since 
1993 it did not tighten the ozone standard. In comments and 
testimony, ARTBA cited EPA’s own data that emissions have 
fallen “significantly” since 1990—compelling data the current 
standards are working.  

Other Relief 
• Endangered Species Act (ESA): ARTBA and allies 

advocated for needed reforms and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service enacted new standards for what 
constitutes a “critical habitat”—a determination for how 
much land is set aside for endangered or threatened 
species. Now, if a geographic area is designated as 
“critical” for the survival of a species, it will need to have 
characteristics necessary for that species’ survival.  

 

See Regulatory, 22
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• Hours of Service: Regulatory progress extended beyond the environmental front. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) finalized changes to the hours of service rule, which limits the time motor carrier drivers may 
spend behind the wheel. The updates will enable contractors and suppliers to better deploy their personnel, especially when 
working on accelerated schedules. Importantly, this includes industry drivers who spend most of their day performing tasks 
off the road, but previously prohibited from driving by the hours of service “clock” late in the day or week.    

• Essential Worker Designation: As the COVID-19 pandemic took hold, the transportation construction industry was 
concerned that stay-at-home orders could force transportation projects to shut down. ARTBA and its coalition partners 
successfully urged the federal Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency to include public works construction and 
related suppliers in their “essential workers” guidance provided to states. Because nearly every state adopted this section 
of the guidance, project shutdowns were limited. The industry continued to deliver benefits to the travelling public while 
adhering to COVID-prevention workplace protocols. 

 
The Road Ahead 
While 2020 was chock full of long sought industry reforms, the Biden administration is already bringing new priorities and 
initiatives.  They have also promised to review many of the regulatory reforms mentioned above. Any changes made to the rules 
listed in this article would likely have to go through a formal notice and comment rulemaking process, taking months—if not 
years to complete. We will evaluate all proposals from the administration on their merits and continue to push for a regulatory 
environment that promotes efficient, safe and cost-effective delivery of transportation projects.  

While administrations change, ARTBA’s mission does not. Pursuant to the 2020 ARTBA strategic plan, regulatory advocacy 
remains a top priority. 

Nick Goldstein is ARTBA’s vice president of regulatory and legal issues.

Regulatory, from 21

Break new ground, win more work and complete it more  
profitably with the unified ONE Platform for heavy construction 
estimating, operational workflows and business insight. 
 
HEAR MARK’S SUCCESS STORY AND MORE AT  
B2WSOFTWARE.COM/MARK

January-February 202122  |  transportationbuilder.org





CORNER

The 
Association 

of Equipment 
Manufacturers is 

the North America-
based international trade 

group advancing the off-road 
equipment manufacturing industry 

in the global marketplace.

We Build Momentum

To learn more, visit aem.org

DATA AND PRIVACY 
IN CONSTRUCTION’S 
DIGITAL AGE: WHAT 
DOES THE FUTURE 
HOLD?

The value of data has proven its importance in our increasingly 
digital world.

While the construction industry hasn’t been digitalized as 
quickly as others, momentum is being gained. Using data, like 
the information provided by off-highway telematics systems, can 
increase efficiency and provide other benefits.

However, as noted by Tom Valbak Aardestrup, vice president of 
business development and strategic programs at AEM member 
company Trackunit, data must be collected and used with the 
utmost responsibility, particularly when it comes to personal data.

“There’s an enormous amount of data that is being collected 
and created, and the world is just connecting even more,” Valbak 
Aardestrup said. “There are new, cheap open source systems and 
sensors available that collect data, make it available and it yields 
amazing insights that we can use to become more efficient.”

Embracing the Use of Data
The ways that companies utilize data is crucial for success, and 

Valbak Aardestrup warns those who do not embrace the use of 
data may find their businesses obsolete.

“The world is changing by connecting digitally, but it definitely 
also brings in some challenging situations,” Valbak Aardestrup said.

According to Valbak Aardestrup, it is predicted that by 2025, we 
will have 175 zettabytes (ZB) of data being generated by systems 
supported by the Internet of Things (IoT). Of that vast amount of 
data, it is estimated that 90% of it will be less than 2 years old. In 
order to gain insights from that much data, machine learning and 
artificial intelligence will be required, putting greater emphasis on 
cybersecurity.

“It also needs to, of course, be something that can be utilized 
in a format that is sharable and standardized,” Valbak Aardestrup 
said. “And then again, of course, it needs to be in a safe and secure 
environment.”

Data Compliance
The digitalization of the construction industry provides 

increased efficiency, better documentation, automation of jobsites, 
improved maintenance practices, less downtime and safer working 
environments. Understanding what is considered personal data 
and how it can be used properly is critical.

Examples of personal data within the construction industry can 

include CCTV monitoring of premises and jobsites, databases of 
email addresses, the GPS location of equipment when an operator 
is logged-in, weight sensors on a driver’s seat and more. Further, 
any bio-metric information – like fingerprints – is considered 
sensitive information and regarded higher with additional 
protections.

While compliance is required, there are proper ways to utilize 
personal data, provided a company has a legitimate interest for 
using the data.

Next Steps
As the construction industry wades further into a digitized 

future, it is imperative that companies exercise caution in regards 
to data.

The data controller – often the machine owner, when it comes to 
construction – needs to confirm it has consent from system users 
and make any legitimate interests clear. 

Data processers, like OEMs, must ensure the legal framework 
is in order, so data can be transferred within the context of the 
regulation.

Without self-certification, the data processor must secure 
standard contractual clauses between all entities. This may 
amount to several contracts being signed in order to guarantee 
a data processing agreement is in place. 

Valbak Aardestrup also recommended a company 
document compliance processes and keep records; 
update and maintain processes and records; and 
ensure processing partners are compliant.

Individual companies can begin 
implementing best practices regarding 
data regulations by adding data sharing 
clauses into employer contracts and 
employment offer letters.

Valbak Aardestrup 
recommends putting 
language in contracts 
who/what might be 
tracked, and what 
that data will 
get used for.
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HOW CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANIES CAN BEGIN 
CAPITALIZING ON 
INNOVATION

As technological innovations continue to surface and present 
new opportunities, some construction companies might not 
know where they should focus first. Perhaps that is why, generally 
speaking, the construction industry lags behind many others on 
the technology adoption curve.

However, with the right focus and strategic plan, even 
the smallest of construction companies can leverage some 
combination of today’s technologies to make impactful gains in 
their businesses. 

“Venture capital is already investing nearly $1 billion in 
technologies related to project and task management, robotics, 
design, building/project information, data and analytics, inventory 
and supply chain, financial management and equipment share,” 
says Gregg Schoppman, a principal with FMI Corporation. “You 
can’t just stick your head in the sand and wait to see which ones will 
still be there a few months from now. Construction leaders have to 
challenge conventions themselves.”

Innovation is the Antidote to Workforce Challenges
If leveraged correctly, several innovations could actually attract 

better talent to the industry and help drive workforce performance:
• Autonomous equipment and vehicles
• Drones
• Building Information Modeling (BIM)
• Use of tablets for augmented reality
• Real-time data to provide true analytics and decision-

making capability
• Telemetry on wearable devices to improve productivity, 

efficiency and safety
• QR codes on equipment and helmets to retrieve data like 

engine hours, when oil change is due, whether an employee 
went through certain safety training, etc.

• RFID tags welded into sections of steel to track material 
from fabricator to jobsite

• Non-traditional talent development like online learning and 
virtual reality

Overcoming a Culture of Complacency
As industries evolve, companies must evolve with them. The 

biggest obstacle to embracing innovation is complacency.
As Schoppman points out, evolution and innovation really come 

down to a single word: accountability. When both leadership and 
employees are accountable for finding new, innovative ways to 

conduct business, evolution can occur. At the same time, there 
needs to be accountability with the implementation.

“It’s not good enough to think you’ll just try it and see what 
happens,” Schoppman cautions. “It’s important to challenge 
people to come up with new ideas and approaches. But people 
need the right training on how to make the right decisions. Then 
you can hold them accountable.”

Innovation Doesn’t Have to be Huge and Disruptive
In the quest to continue moving a construction business 

forward, Schoppman talks about four key strategies:
1. Executing the same way in the same market (this is 

complacency)
2. Executing the same way in a new market (likely requires 

innovation)
3. Executing a new way in the same market (requires 

innovation)
4. Executing a new way in a new market (requires lots of 

innovation)
For many construction companies, the innovative pursuit of 

new approaches and markets must be preceded by something 
Schoppman refers to as “company hygiene.” 

For example, Schoppman tells of a tilt contractor he once 
consulted with. After digging into the numbers, concrete 
snot on doorframes was costing the company several 
thousand dollars a year. After challenging employees 
to come up with an innovative solution, ideas were 
all over the board. A very simple, yet “innovative” 
idea was brought to the table: use blue 
painter’s tape and Visqueen to cover up 
the doorframes. That became standard 
work and went right into the 
company playbook.

Innovation, and that kind 
of innovation, puts a 
construction company 
on a path toward 
evolution and 
continued 
prosperity.
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The value of data has proven its importance in our increasingly 
digital world.

While the construction industry hasn’t been digitalized as 
quickly as others, momentum is being gained. Using data, like 
the information provided by off-highway telematics systems, can 
increase efficiency and provide other benefits.

However, as noted by Tom Valbak Aardestrup, vice president of 
business development and strategic programs at AEM member 
company Trackunit, data must be collected and used with the 
utmost responsibility, particularly when it comes to personal data.

“There’s an enormous amount of data that is being collected 
and created, and the world is just connecting even more,” Valbak 
Aardestrup said. “There are new, cheap open source systems and 
sensors available that collect data, make it available and it yields 
amazing insights that we can use to become more efficient.”

Embracing the Use of Data
The ways that companies utilize data is crucial for success, and 

Valbak Aardestrup warns those who do not embrace the use of 
data may find their businesses obsolete.

“The world is changing by connecting digitally, but it definitely 
also brings in some challenging situations,” Valbak Aardestrup said.

According to Valbak Aardestrup, it is predicted that by 2025, we 
will have 175 zettabytes (ZB) of data being generated by systems 
supported by the Internet of Things (IoT). Of that vast amount of 
data, it is estimated that 90% of it will be less than 2 years old. In 
order to gain insights from that much data, machine learning and 
artificial intelligence will be required, putting greater emphasis on 
cybersecurity.

“It also needs to, of course, be something that can be utilized 
in a format that is sharable and standardized,” Valbak Aardestrup 
said. “And then again, of course, it needs to be in a safe and secure 
environment.”

Data Compliance
The digitalization of the construction industry provides 

increased efficiency, better documentation, automation of jobsites, 
improved maintenance practices, less downtime and safer working 
environments. Understanding what is considered personal data 
and how it can be used properly is critical.

Examples of personal data within the construction industry can 

include CCTV monitoring of premises and jobsites, databases of 
email addresses, the GPS location of equipment when an operator 
is logged-in, weight sensors on a driver’s seat and more. Further, 
any bio-metric information – like fingerprints – is considered 
sensitive information and regarded higher with additional 
protections.

While compliance is required, there are proper ways to utilize 
personal data, provided a company has a legitimate interest for 
using the data.

Next Steps
As the construction industry wades further into a digitized 

future, it is imperative that companies exercise caution in regards 
to data.

The data controller – often the machine owner, when it comes to 
construction – needs to confirm it has consent from system users 
and make any legitimate interests clear. 

Data processers, like OEMs, must ensure the legal framework 
is in order, so data can be transferred within the context of the 
regulation.

Without self-certification, the data processor must secure 
standard contractual clauses between all entities. This may 
amount to several contracts being signed in order to guarantee 
a data processing agreement is in place. 

Valbak Aardestrup also recommended a company 
document compliance processes and keep records; 
update and maintain processes and records; and 
ensure processing partners are compliant.

Individual companies can begin 
implementing best practices regarding 
data regulations by adding data sharing 
clauses into employer contracts and 
employment offer letters.

Valbak Aardestrup 
recommends putting 
language in contracts 
who/what might be 
tracked, and what 
that data will 
get used for.
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transovation Tech

How New Technology  
Saved an Old Bridge 
By John Schneidawind   
jschneidawind@artba.org    

For Ken Butler, senior vice president and chief bridge 
engineer at AECOM, restoring the nearly 90-year-old Arlington 
Memorial Bridge was like restoring a priceless antique.  

The National Park Service-owned span was so deteriorated it 
ranked among more than 47,000 “structurally deficient” U.S. 
bridges, as determined by the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA). Because it is a major commuting route between 
Northern Virginia and the Nation’s Capital, the $227 million 
rehabilitation required two phases to keep traffic moving in 
both directions. 

“The aesthetic and architectural features are so unique and 
complex,” says Butler, who specializes in complex bridges. 
“We had to make sure that the refurbishing of all the granite, 
the railings, the lampposts was meticulously documented, 
refurbished and put back in place in the exact same spot.” 

Butler and Don Arant, project manager for design-build 
contractor Kiewit Construction Co., approached the project with 
loving care and smart, modern methods. Structural solutions 
were developed through 3D finite element software, which 
predicts how a product reacts to forces such as vibration, heat, 
fluid flow, and other physical effects to determine if it will break, 
wear out or meet the design challenges. 

The bridge’s floor beams were cut in half lengthwise, which 
weakened the structure, and required temporary supports 
along the roadway centerline under the bridge. Cutting these 
beams in half also would impact the bridge’s balance.  

Decades of salt used to melt winter ice and snow had rusted 
the bridge’s steel and concrete supports. A draw bridge 
function was eliminated since ships no longer sail north of the 
bridge. Crews installed fixed steel beams over the drawbridge 
space and more than 450 precast concrete panels. Workers 
repaired or replaced the bridge’s foundations, concrete 
supports, deck, and sidewalks. 

The biggest challenge was how to remove—intact—the ornate 
architectural fascia and decorative balustrades that give the 
bridge its character. The fascia was comprised of a steel 
supporting truss and a complex array of light gage members 
and steel panels to create the ornamental appearance. That 
made it heavy to remove, restore, and re-attach to the fascia 
truss of the replacement bridge. 

Kiewit worked with FHWA engineers to develop a jack-up 
barge that transported many of the bridge’s prefabricated 
components from a riverside workplace on the Virginia shore. 
Kiewit built a custom cradle and picked the fascia off as an 
entire unit, lowered it into the scaffolded cradle onto a barge, 
floated it to shore, and restored it there.  

“It was a very elaborate façade with a lot of three-dimensional 
texture to it, with lots of monuments, buttons and stars,” says 
Kiewit’s Arant. “The beauty of that was that we didn’t have to 
ship it off site,” he said. 

ARTBA members Brayman, High Steel, PennStress, Vulcan, 
and Wagman also were part of the 40-member team of 
contractors, designers, consultants, and suppliers on the 
project. The project was completed Dec. 4. 

John Schneidawind is ARTBA’s vice president of public affairs.

Welcome to “TransOvation Tech,” a new Transportation Builder column that will focus on how our 
industry utilizes innovation and technology to design and build transportation improvements more 
efficiently and in the best interest of U.S. taxpayers.

Arlington Memorial Bridge work in September 2019. 
NPS photo by Jarob Ortiz.
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